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dent had been as anxious as gentlemen now allege 
to find some pretext on which he might so direct 
the movement of our troops as to involve the two 
countries in war, here was the unqualified recom- 
mendation of the commanding general of the army 
in favor of the movement. But did he at this time 
act upon the recommendation ?- No; he deliber- 
ated upon it, and it was not until some time after- 
wards that he actually issued the order, which 
was recommended by General Taylor, and which 
gentlemen now say was the cause of the war. 

jut in November 7, 1845—for we now come to 
consider what the gentleman from Indiana said 
was the retraxit of General Taylor—so far from 
its being a retraxit, if the House would attend to 
its reading, they would see that the President of 
the United States acted literally upon its recom- 
mendation. On November 7, General Taylor 
writes thus: 





«The intelligence from Mexico, however, tends to mod- 
ify, in some degree, the views expressed in that communi- | 


cation. The position now occupied by the troops may, 
perhaps, be the best, while negotiations are pending, or at 
any rate, until a disposition shall be manifested by Mexico 
to protract them unreasonably.” 


In this, he modifies the political recommendation | 
which he made in his previous despatch, as to the | 


probable effect of the advance of the troops to the 


| defend? 


Rio Grande upon the subject of negotiations; but | 


still urges on the President of the United States, that 
in either of two events—the failure lo negotiate, 


or the effort on the part of Mexico unnecessarily | 
to protract the negotiations—then this order ought | 


to be carried. out. Was thata retraxit? 
did the President do? 


What | 
I put it now to the candor || 


of the gentleman from Indiana, if he is willing to | 


abide by the recommendation of General Taylor? 
Will he justify the President if he only made 
the order under the exact state of circumstances in 
which it was recommended to be made by General 
Taylor? The very hypothesis on which General 
Taylor recommended the removal of our troops, 
viz: the failure to negotiate, had come to pass oe 
fore the President gave the order. And not only 


Mary’s onthe Atlantic, has passed the Capes of Florida, and 
been peacefully extended to the De! Norte.” 

i Here is a declaration in the message of the Pres- 
ident of what he considers the western boundary 
of Texas, viz: the Rio del Norte. 


Again, in the same message, he informs Con- 
gress : 


‘Our army was ordered to take position in the country 


between the Nueces and the Del Norte, and to repel any in- | 


vasion of the ‘lexan territory which might be attempted by 
the Mexican forces. ©ur squadron in the Gulf was ordered 
to codperate with the army.” 

What was the Texan territory which the Presi- 
dent told the country at that early day the army 
was placed between the Nueces and the Rio del 
Norte for the purpose of defending? It is imma- 
terial how we may differ here About the line be- 
tween the Nueces and the Del Norte. We are 
inquiring now as to the policy of the President of 
the United States. 
was the line to defend—which the 
placed between the Nueces and the Del Norte to 
In the extract first read, the President 
informed Congress that, in his judgment, the west- 
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at Corpus Coristi, on the western bank of the 
Nueces. If the marching of the army between 
the Nueces and the Rio Grande by the President 
was the commencement of the war, I want to know 
how gentlemen are to draw the distinction between 
Corpus Christi and any other point on the west 
side of the river; for you say the Nueces is the 
boundary of Texas, and when our troops passed 
that river that the war commenced? I repeat, 
gentlemen were notified of this thing, that long 
before the troops commenced their march the order 
had issued. But what were gentlemen on the 
opposite side in this House, and in the other 
branch of Congress, doing at that time? Look 
at the position of affairs then: the step had been 


taken which, it is now declared by a solemn vote 


ern boundary of Texas was the Rio del Norte; he | 


then says, in the last extract, that our troops had 
been ordered between the Nueces and the Rio 
Grande for the purpose of protecting the territory 
of Texas—that territory which, in his judgment, 
extended to the Rio del Norte. 

But the Secretary of War, in his annual report 
accompanying this message of the President in 


December, 1845, gives information of the same 


thing. He says: 

“The ready acceptance on the part of Texas of the terms 
of annexation proffered by this Government exeited the ill 
will of the Governmentof Mexico. That Republic menaced 
the immediate commencement of hostilities against the 
United States, and set on foot, as it was said, extensive 
preparations to invade and subjugate Texas. Pursuant to 
your directions, an army of occupation was assembled in 


| that State, and Brigadier General Taylor assigned to the 


this, but the other hypothesis, viz: a disposition | 


was shown on the part of Mexico ‘* unreasonably 
to protract negotiations.’? Avnd still it is said that 
the President of the United States, in issuing that 
order, justified as he was bythe state of things 
which existed in the Republic of Mexico; justified 
by the warlike attitude assumed by that Republic 
towards the United States; justified by the prepara- 
tions for war which that Government had made; 
justified by the recommendation of our military 


commander who was there on the spot, and who | 


was intrusted to a considerable extent with the 
management of the difficulties existing between 
the two Republics,—it is said that the President, in 
issuing this order, justified by these considera- 
tions, commenced an unnecessary and unconstitu-: 
tional war, for which the most bitter denunciations 
are heaped upon him by gentlemen who, at the 
same time, shout hosannahs to the general who, 
writing from the scene of difficulty, perhaps had 
more influence on the mind of the President in 
issuing that order than any other man! I know 
not to what extent the President was influenced 
by this recommendation, but 1 have no hesitation 
. saying he ought to have been operated upon 

y it. 

These were the circumstances under which the 
order for the advance of our troops from Corpus 
Christi to the Rio Grande was issued. 

I come now to consider another position, and 
that has reference to the fact that the policy of the 
President of the United States, in reference to the 
defence of the western frontier of Texas, was 
communicated to Congress by the President prior 
to the issuing of the order. I say the policy indi- 
cated by that order, and which that order was 
intended to carry out, was communicated by the 
President of the United States in his annual ‘mes- 
sage to Congress at the commencement of the ses- 
sion, in the course of which that order was issued. 
To show this, I will read a short extract or two 
from the message of Mr. Polk in December, 1845. 


“The jurisdiction of the United States, which at the for- 
mation of the Federal Constitution was bounded by the St. 
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| 


command of it. 


of this House, was an unnecessary and unconsti- 
tutional commencement of the war by the Presi- 


What line did he inform you || dent; consider the horrors of war, and of one 


army was || brought on unnecessarily and unconstitutionally 


| by the President of the United States; look at the 


tremendous consequences resulting from permitting 
the President with impunity to commence and 
carry on such a war; and yet gentlemen, who were 
informed of this state of things, who saw the 
country on the very verge of a calamitous, un- 
necessary, and unconstitutional war, put forth no 
effort to restrain the Executive. A distinguished 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. J. M. Crayron] 
says he put the matter into the hands of a gentie- 
man in this House. But did he not know that 
the Democratic majority here was larger than in 
the Senate, and, from the very organization of so 
large a House, and the difference in its rules from 
those of the Senate, a resolution of inquiry could 


‘| not be brought in with anything like the ease it 


He was instructed to repel Mexican aggres- | 


sions, and protect the country from Indian invasions ; féo | 


regard the Rio del Norte as its western boundary, and to select 
a posilion for his forces with reference to this frontier; but to 
leave unmolested Mexican settlements, and also military 
posts, should there be any such posts on the east bank of 


| that river, which were in the ocenpation of Mexican forces 


previously to the period when Texas assented to the terms 
of annexation.” 

Sir, there is the communication made both by 
the President of the United States and the Secre- 


tary of War, at the commencement of the session | 


of Congress in 1845, showing us, clearly as lan- | 
guage can express, that the President considered | 


| the Rio Grande as the western boundary of Texas, 


and that an order had already been issued, and the 
troops posted there, for the purpose of protecting 
to the Rio del Norte. Was any movement made 
in Congress about it? 
we were informed by the President, were in what 
gentlemen claim to be disputed territory, between 


None; and yet the troops, | 


| the Nueces and the Rio Grande, and which march | 


| is now claimed by gentlemen to have beer the 
commencement of the war. 

The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Lincoxy,] 
a few days ago, introduced a resolution inquiring 
of the President as to the particular spot on which 


| American blood was spilt in the commencement of | 


| this struggle. I ask him and his party to say 


| army first placed their foot upon, that constituted 
| the commencement of this ‘‘ unnecessary and un- 

constitutional’? war? Where was it? 
| eces be the boundary, and if all between it and the 
| Rio del Norte be disputed territory or the territory 
| of Mexico, which cannot be touched by the troops 
| of the United States without bringing on a war, 
| where was it that our troops commenced the war? 
On what spot was it that they planted their foot- 
| steps, and thereby brought about this war? Is 
| not Corpus Christi the other side of the Nueces? 
| 


And was not the army of the United States at Cor- 
pus Christi on the other side of the Nueces? You 
are stickling about the commencement of this war; 
tell me how it was that you sat quietly, without 
opening your mouths in complaint, and allowed the 
army of the United States to plant themselves on 


what particular spot of territory it was that the | 


could be in the Senate, where, by the courtesy 
of that body, it might be brought up almost an 
morning? yet he sits still and contents himself wit 


/ merely handing over the subject to a member of 


this House. 

But I pass on, and come now to the bill declaring 
a state of war to exist between this Government 
and the Republic of Mexico; and here I will de- 
tain you but a single moment. Now, after this 
order had been given, and the two countrics in- 
volved in hostilities or war—l care not which—I 
call upon gentlemen on the opposite side to say if 
the time had not arrived, in case it had not before, 
for them to arrest this profligate Administration, 
which had thus unnecessarily and unconstitution- 
ally involved us in war? If you believed the ad- 
vance of the troops was unnecessary and uncon- 
stitutional, ought you not, in justice tothe Mexi- 


| cans, upon whose rights aggressions had thus been 


| venerate, to have interposed and en 


made—in justice to the Constitution of our country, 
which, as freemen and as statesmen, ye should 
eavored to 


| save the country from the calamitous consequences 


of that act? But, by referring to the proceedings 


_of Congress at that time, we find no effort was 
made for the purpose of bringing our army back 
from this unnecessary and unconstitutional war. 


I read from the proceedings in the House upon the 
war bill: 


“Mr. E. B. Houmes offered the following amendment, 
which, by ayes 8, noes 122, was rejected: 

“Provided, That the provisions of this (the first) resola- 
tion do not, nor shall they be deemed to, apply to that por- 
tion of the country west and south of the river Nueces, 
except so far as to withdraw, and, if need be, to rescue our 


| army from the region of the Rio Grande.”’ 


f the Nu- || 


There was an effort on the part of the gentle- 
man from New York to save his country, to rescue 


|, the Constitution, and avert from both nations the 
horrors of a war thus unnecessarily and unconsti- 


| the western border of the Nueces, thus commencing | 
' the war, as you nowclaim? There were the troops || no disposition to stand by the gentleman from 


tutionally made by the President of the United 
States, as gentlemen have since declared; but what 
favor did it receive in this House? It was rejected 
by ayes 8, noes 122. Where were then the friends 
of this most remarkable declaration, which has 
now been entered on the records of Congress? 
Where were then those who looked upon the re- 
moval of our troops from Corpus Christi to the 
Rio Grande as the commencement of the war—as 
the unnecessary and unconstitutional act of the 
President of the United States? They manifested 
















































Sees 











; 
: 


enon 


RO ee ee a) 


4% 
Bae 


ie 


290 


—— — ee 


New York—a gentleman who did his duty; did 
what he was bound to do, entertaining the opinions 
he entertained; who made, I presume, an honest | 
effort to bring back the army from the Rio Grande | 
to the Nueces. 

Here the hammer fell, and Mr. C.’s hour expired. 

Mr. STEPHENS then obtained the floor, and | 
addressed the committee. [A full report of Mr, | 


8.’s speech will be found in the apecrye 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, said he had not ' 
intended to address the House when he entered 
the Hall this morning; but, after listening to what 
had just fallen from the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. Sreruens,] he felt it his duty to speak. It 
was from feeling, and not from any previous pre- 
paration, that he now rose. 

The gentleman from Georgia had told the House 
that the people would rise in their majesty and put 
down this war. He would like that gentleman to 
show him the time or the place in which the people 
had ever yet risen to put down any war in which 
the country had been engaged. ‘They never had 
** put down’’any war that they themselves, through 
their representatives, declared. And though this 
present war had not been formally, and in so many 
words declared by their representatives here, yet a 
vote of supplies, both in men and money, had been 
passed, which was equivalent, in effect, to the most 
explicit and formal declaration of war. 

The House and the country had been told, he 
did not know how often, that the President had 
himself made the war; yet the gentleman himself 
admitted that the annexation of Texas (which was 
done by the votes of Congress) was considered as 
itself an act of war. Yes; and the gentleman might 
have gone further, and said that Mexico consider- 
ed it in the same light. She had withdrawn her 
minister the moment that act was consummated, 
and had thus placed herself in the attitude of war. 
She complained of the annexation as an outrage; 
and, if gentlemen would read the several notes ad- 
dressed by the Mexican Government to our minis- 
ter, Mr. Slidell, they would see that all they treated | 
about was the compensation that we were to make | 
to Mexico for having robbed her of Texas. Now, 
Mr. B. took it for granted, that in the instructions 
given to Mr. Slidell, none would be found as to 
making satisfaction to Mexico for the act of annex- 
ation. No such intention could for a moment have 


look in vain for anv act under Mr. Polk’s adminis- | 
tration which admitted annexation to be a matter 
of war. On the contrary, search where he might, | 
he would find in every instruction given, the strong- | 
est disposition manifested in favor of peace, and | 
that on terms honorable to all parties. 

The gentleman from Georgia had said that the | 
true origin of this war never would be known until 
the secrets of Mr. Slidell’s instructions should 
come forth to light. If so, then it was obvious 
that there was nothing to be found in all the public 
documents to show its origin in this Administra- 
tion. Let gentlemen search and look; they would 
find, in all the instructions given, whether to Gen- | 
eral Taylor or Mr. Slidell, no disposition to exas- | 
perate; but, on the contrary, everything calculated | 
to soothe and to conciliate. 
strance of Mexico, the President had withdrawn our | 
vessels of war lest Mexico should appear to nego- | 
tiate under some shadow of durease. All had been | 
done sedulously to avoid all irritation, so that the | 
fullest opportunity might be afforded for negotia- | 
tions of peace. 

From the very beginning this had been the 
temper of this Government. When Almonte, the | 


| 


_ 


_ mation that Mexico was inclined to treat for peace; 


| might be carried too far. 
been entertained anywhere. The gentleman would |! 


and directing him to inquire, in a very delicate and 
cautious manner, whether such was the case. In 
reply to the inquiry, the Mexican Government 
said, that an envoy, if sent by us, would be re- 
ceived; but not a word was added as to the time 
at which he was to come: yet when he came, the 
complaint was, that he had come too soon—before 
he was expected—before they were ready for him. 
He waited till they should get ready—all the 
while telling them that, on our part, he was ready 
to treat; but, as had been observed by the gentle- 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Cons,]| the administra- 
tion of Herrera was overthrown precisely because 
it had shown a willingness to make peace with the 
United States. Paredes and his army were deter- 
mined there should be no peace: they appealed to 
the national pride and obstinacy; 4 succeeding, 
the people put down Herrera, and set up Paredes 
in his place. 

This was the very moment that Mr. Slidell was 
Waiting, and even suing, for an opportunity to ne- 
gotiate. So opposed were they to every idea of 
making peace with us, that while our minister was 
at their door waiting to make a treaty of peace, 
they chose a man for President on the express 
ground that he would make no peace. Could it, 
then, be true that the cause of the war was the 
advance of our troops to the Rio Grande? No 
such charge had ever been made by Mexico her- 
self. The Whigs indeed said so: but where could 
they find the least trace of such an accusation by 
the Mexicans? They said, thateven when nations 
were actually at war, that was no reason why a 
public minister could not be received from the 
hostile Power: at the same time they refused 
to receive ours, unless he came to treat about 
the reparation we were to make them for having 
annexed Texas to the United States. Annexation 
was no cause of war. The Whigs themselves 
now admitted this. Mr. Webster had admitted it; 
so had Mr. Reverdy Johnson: the Whigs began to 
give itup. They knew full well that annexation 
was no just cause of war. Indeed, Mr. B. thought 
that in their great anxiety to preserve peace, Mr. 
Polk’s administration had stooped too low. Mr. 
B. was for peace; he considered peace to be the 
mission of this Union; but the ios of peace 
He would not say, that 
previously to the actual annexation of Texas, our 
Government had been too submissive and concili- 
atory;*but he would say, that in his judgment, 


| there had been rather too much of this since Texas 


was annexed. To make inquiry beforehand of 
Mexico whether, if we sent a minister he would 


| be received, was certainly stooping too low; it 


looked too much like suing for peace. 


On the first remon- |! 


Mexican minister, threatened to withdraw, declar- || 
ing that annexation would be understood by Mex- || 
ico as war, everything had been said to him to |! 
convince him that we had no wish or purpose of || 


making war. 
President cherished some secret covert purpose | 
hostile to Mexico, and intended finally to go to | 
war with her. And the Whigs seemed to be pos- 
sessed with the same imagination. 


| 


They dreamed | 


that in the secret instructions to Mr. Slidell would |! 


; 
be found some directions showing that it was the 


policy of the Administration to get up a Mexican | 
war, in order to found a claim on her for territory. 
Now, Mr. B. had risen merely with a view to | 


Mexico had got the idea that our || 


The in- 
structions to our minister, when they should be 
published, would evince to all by how strong a 
desire for peace the Administration had been actu- 
ated. Mr. B. called upon gentlemen, he chal- 
lenged them to show where this Administration 
had, in any single instance, urged on our armies, 
where there was the least opening for pacific ne- 
gotiation. After the glorious victories of Palo 
Alto and Resaca our army paused, and an oppor- 
tunity was given for negotiation. After the most 
gallant capture of Monterey, another pause took 
place, and another chance was given to make peace. 
After the immortal field of Buena Vista, the same 
thing took place. After the bombardment of Vera 
Cruz and the capture of the castle of San Juan 
de Ulua, we sent a commissioner to offer them 
o-. When, afterward, our victorious army 
rad cut its way to the very gates of Mexico, in- 
stead of pushing on to a triumphant entry, we 
paused again. We abstained from burning their 
capital, and asked them even then to make a treaty 
of peace. We sent the messenger of peace side by 
side with the messenger of war. We had not then 
asked them either for land or money, and they 
treacherously pretended to meet our overtures, and 
an armistice was concluded; but, immediately af- 
ter, they had used it most perfidiously in strength- 
ening their fortifications. They refused the olive 


'| branch we held out to them, and compelled us to 


renew the fight. Mr. B. would now ask the gen- 


| tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Stepnens,] whether 


show that no such purpose ever had existed, but || 


that, contrary to our wishes and efforts, the war | 
had been forced upon us by Mexico herself. 
Mr. Buchanan, writing to our consul, (Mr. | 


the Whigs would have been willing to accept 
what Mexico offered to Mr. Trist as the basis of 


| a treaty? 


Mr. COLLAMER said the gentleman seemed 
to pause: was it in expectation ofareply? If so, 


Black,) informed him that he had received an inti- || he was ready to answer him. 
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Mr. BROWN (resuming) said, he had no» 
expected an answer. He had no doubt that the 
| gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. Cotamer,} and 
| perhaps some twenty or thirty gentlemen on that 
side of the House, of his own way of thinkine 
| would have accepted them and gone behind thc 
| Nueces; but he well knew that the gentleman fron, 
| Georgia [Mr. Stepnens] would consent to no such 
| degrading terms. That gentleman, he was wel! 
| assured, wanted, when he went home to honora- 
| ble constituents, to tell them he had voted for ay 
| honorable peace. 
| But, supposing the march of our troops to the 
| Rio Grande was, as gentlemen affirmed, the trye 
| cause of the war, had not General Taylor himself 
| repeatedly urged that very measure on the Gover). 
| ment? Let gentlemen examine his correspond- 
| ence, and they would find that he recommended 
| that our army should take post on the Rio Grande 
| three months before the advance was actually or- 
| dered. And after it had taken place, he wrote to 
| the department that the effect had been salutary, 
| While it was, in one aspect of it, a war-measure, 
| in another aspect it was a peace-measure, and its 
| effect would be to hasten pending negotiations ani 
| bring about a peace. The gentleman from Geor. 
gia had shown that he had a heart as well as q 
/mind. General Taylor well knew that no laurels 
worth the wearing could be won by a war with 
| Mexico. He never would think of putting a crown 
upon his head that was stained with blood. But 
| if the march he advised was an unnecessary and 
| the war an unconstitutional one, the act was mur- 
| der in the sight both of God and man. If so, then 
| all those who had voted supplies to carry it on, 
| were accessories after the fact. If the war was 
| unjust; if in going to the Rio Grande we were 
marching into the possessions of a friendly Power; 





| if we were carrying bloodshed and death into the 
| midst of friends and peaceful neighbors, how, in 
| the name of Heaven, would gentlemen vote a dol- 
| lar for such a purpose? And how dare they, on 
| their own showing, deny that they were acces- 
| sories to a murder? They were the men who had 
| placed ten millions of money and fifty thousand 
men in the hands of the President to enable him to 
| make that very advance. By that act they said to 
him, ‘*Go on; you are in the right; go ahead.” 
That was the meaning of the vote of supply. The 
act itself spoke plainly; and no speeches of gen- 
tlemen here could succeed in frittering its meaning 
away. The eyes of the people were wide open to 
what was doing, and gentlemen attempted in vain 
to blind them. 

From one passage in a letter of General Taylor’s, 
Mr. B. inferred that he must have recommended 
something which did not appear, but on which the 
Government had acted, before the spot was selected 
opposite to Matamoros. The general says he is 
happy to find that his recommendations met the 
approbation of the Government. And when the 

xecutive directed him not to interfere with the 
military posts of Mexico on the river, but to take 
| post somewhere upon its banks, the general said 
that this was ‘in accordance with his own views 

reviously expressed,’’ or words to that effect. 

{r. B. took it for granted that he must have laid 
down some general plan of operations, which em- 
braced his own advance to the river, but did not 
propose any direct interference with the Mexican 
posts. He tells the department that he had antici- 

ated the order to remove west of the Nueces. 
| Yet the Opposition attempted to turn the whole 
argument against the war on the order to advance 
| to the river. This might be important in a party 
| view. 

Somehow or other, these gentlemen and the 
Mexicans always came to agree. The Mexicans, 
when the prefect of Tamaulipas came to meet 
General Taylor, told him that advancing beyond 
the Nueces was war. In this the Whigs agreed 
with them. Whenever the one took up a notion, 
and laid any stress upon it, the other always agreed 
in it. They had once insisted that annexation 
was the cause of the war, but now that was given 
up, and ii was all put in that ‘fatal order’’ to 
advance to the Rio Grande, . It was surely, then, 
important to know what was the real object of 
the order. General Taylor recommended it as 
a peace-measure. 
General Taylor’s, 








ated on the 1th of October, 


recommending that if the Administration meant 
to insist on the Rio Grande as our boundary, it was 
important for our army to occupy certain points 


Mr. B. here quoted a letter of 
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on that river.} And, again, When on the march, | 
he wrote that the measure had had a happy effect, 
and that his anticipations in that respect had been | 
ystified. 
The gentleman from Vermont (Mr. Cottamer] 
had yesterday given the House some salutary les- | 
sons against imputing to each other evil motives; 
hut what sort of motives had the gentleman from | 
Georgia [Mr. Srepwens] imputed to the Presi- | 
dent? If it was possible the gentleman could 
believe what he said, he ought at once to vote | 
to impeach the President The gentleman had 
charged the President with a desire to place Gen- 
eral Taylor in a position where he must either | 
be whipped or cut off. Yes, the gentleman had 
directly charged the President of the United States | 
with a desire to see an American army whipped, 
and its commanding general cut off. Did the gen- 
tleman really believe this? Could there be a higher 
crime committed on the earth than to form such a 
wish and attempt to put it into effect? But, no; | 
the gentleman did not believe it—he could not 
believe it. There was not a man in the United | 
States who did believe it. No American could be 
broucht to believe that the Executive or his Cabi- | 
net entertained a wish to see an army of Ameri- 
cans cut off. Such a wish would be quite too 
contrary to the gentleman’s darling theory, that | 
the President, without authority or necessity, had | 
rushed into an unconstitutional war. 
The gentleman from Georgia had indulged in 
one beautiful flight. He had invoked the Genius 
of Liberty—that Genius who had watched over | 
the birth of Washington; and had said that this 
same Genius came down again to protect Taylor’s 
army at Buena Vista. Very beautiful. Now, Mr. | 
B. presumed that this Genius of Liberty must be | 
some celestial being—a spirit from above, not from | 
beneath—it came from heaven on both missions. 
But what a position did the gentleman place him- 
self in, and all his Whig friends! They were all 
denouncing as wicked and damnable the war in 


direct from heaven, the very same that watched at 
the birthplace of Washington, came down, and with 
guardian wings protected Taylor and his army 
while they were slaughtering and butchering, by | 


which we were engaged, and yet a good being, | 
| 
| 


thousands, poor, innocent, unoffending Mexicans! |) 


Only think of it. It reminded Mr. B. of the lan- 
guage of a smuggler, who, writing to an accom- 
plice, told him that Providence had favored them 
with a very dark night, so that they got the whole 
cargo safely landed. [A laugh.]} 

But thus it was with their friends over the way. 
To-day the cause of the war was one thing, to- 
morrow it was another. One day they declared 
the war unconstitutional, unnecessary, and mere 
murder and robbery, and the next day they voted 
supplies to carry it on. One day they voted a 


TH 


| always had been popular with his people; and the 
| people were willing to bear any necessary burdens 
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into the war by the acts of Mexico, and now they 
were determined to carry it on till they had obtain- 
ed peace—an honorable and a permanent peace— 
such a peace as should give security for good 
neighborhood hereafter. He was not for such a 
termination of the war as should encourage Mex- 
ico to renew her old course of robbing and impris- 
oning our citizens, and then refusing us indemnity, 
and cheating our commissioners with forged pa- 
pers. To secure this, we must make her feel that 
when she made peace, it must be peace, and nota 
mere pretext for quasi war and underhand robbery. 
He was not for offering Mexico a premium for 
such a course, by withdrawing our armies without 
due security for the future. ‘This was the object 
of the Administration and its friends, an honora- 
ble and a secure peace. What was the object on 
the other side? He wanted to hear. Why did 
gentlemen carry on this war? Let the people 
know. The awful voice from Ashland had said 
that the world ought to know. Well, let it be 
known. 

Did the gentleman from Georgia believe that this 
House possessed the treaty-making power? One 
of the judges of the Supreme Court said it had, 
and that Congress ought to indicate the terms of 
a peace. Yes; this House, he supposed, were to 

ropose to Mexico a treaty. The Constitution, 
indeed, declared that the treaty power belonged 
exclusively to the President and Senate; but a 
judge of the Supreme Court held that it belonged 
to the House, or at least to Congress. ‘“ We, the 
Representatives of the people,”’ (as a gentleman 
on the other side had said, just as if the President 
was not as much elected by the people as the 
members of that House,) could no doubt make 
treaties as well as propose them, and fix the terms. 
He supposed the two Houses would soon be for || 
resolving themselves into one body and voting 
a new constitution, as they did in Mexico. At all 
events, this was a new mode of making treaties rei = a7 6: 
and he should like to see it carried out. Mean- The VICE wig reg io hem omie- M 
while he called upon gentlemen to state their ob- || On motion by Mr. BENTON, seconded by Mr. 
coke : ; ; | MANGUM, it was resolved that the honorable 
ject in this war. The people would then under- | ant. Aa b haeail Menaiilens of tha 
| stand them better; they would then begin to know || Ss SP Pe ee Pee 
what it was they really wanted. The President || °&%&'¢ pre cumpare, 
and his friends in that House wanted a war to || RESOLUTIONS, ETC. 
obtain an honorable peace; but gentlemen on the Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a res- 
_ other side wanted no war, and a dishonorable peace. || olution passed by the Legislature of that State, in 
If they could get any other sort of a peace than || favor of the passage of a law granting a portion of 
| that, he wished they would let the people know || public lands to each of the officers and soldiers, or 
| how they were going to get it. | their legal representatives, who served, or ma 
_ Mr. B. said he, for one, was not afraid to tax || serve, in the war with Mexico; which was reall, 
| the people; he was not afraid to appeal to the peo- || referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ple. he gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sre- || ordered to be printed. 
pHeNs] had said that this war was odious; but ! Also, a resolution of the said Legislature, in 
Mr. B. had seen no evidence of it. The war || favor of the passage of an act to indemnify citizens 
'| of the United States for losses by French spolia- 
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were from the opposite party. There was patriot. 
ism in that city. The gentleman from Georgia 
said that some of the officers who fought at Buena 
Vista were of as pure blood as any the country 
contained, What the gentleman meant exactly 
by “pure blood’? he knew not; he presumed in- 
tegrity and pure moral character. The gentleman 
had cited the names of Hardin and Clay. Well, 
what did such men goto Mexico for? To fight 
in an unjust, unconstitutional, unnecessary war? 
No; gentlemen mistook the feeling within those 
walls for the feeling outside; but they were mis- 
taken. Was Pennsylvania, was Kentucky op- 
posed to this war? Did they want an insecure, 
inglorious peace? Mr. B. had mistaken the whole 
character of this war, if it was not one which the 
people would cheerfully support. He meant men 
of heart, men of principle—not men of pocket. 
Let Mexico, then, and let our own soldiers, know 
what we are fighting for. Let all understand it 
was to secure an honorable and a permanent 
peace; not to cover the retreat of brave men, and 
patch up a dishonorable peace that must lead 
again to war. 

if that was what we looked to, if our gallant 
little army were to make their way home with 
clouds of Mexicans at their heels, like the retreat 
of the ten thousand under Xenophon, then let us 
send back the flags that had been deposited in 
triumph at the War Office—leave not a relic of all 
our victories; speak no more of Hardin or of Clay, 
erect no monument over the gallant dead; it would 
be erected, not to gallant and honored defenders of 
their country’s honor, but to muRDERERS! 

Here Mr. B.’s hour expired, and Mr. C. B. 
SMITH obtained the floor, 

And the House adjourned. 
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tions prior to 1800; which was read, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be 
printed. 


1} 
when their country was at war; and so they would ] 


refusal to withdraw our armies, and the day fol- y V 
continue to be until it was brought to an honorable || 


lowing they voted that what our army was doing 
was unconstitutional and unnecessary. And the 


crowned all by informing the world that the Ge- 
nius of Liberty hovered over them for protection 
while they were massacring the innocent and the 
unoffending. 
If Mr. B. believed one half of what these gen- 
tlemen said, he never could vote a supply bill. He 
would not do it. Howcould he? A potential 
voice from Ashland had declared that Congress 
were bound to declare the purpose and objects 
of the war. Yet here had Congress been two 
months in session, and what had been done? Be- 
fore Congress met, it had been predicted that the 
minority would combine to interrupt business, and 
thwart everything attempted by the majority. And 
how had that prediction been accomplished? Mr. 
3. insisted that they had done all they could do to 
further the business of the nation. They had 
done their utmost to stop unnecessary debate; they | 
had tried to prevent adjournments. When they 
had voted to fix a day to close debate, their vote 
had been rescinded by gentlemen on the other side. 
The war, which now seemed to pause, might break 
out afresh, and our army in Mexico might be de- 
stroyed; and yet Congress had not declared the 
object for which the war was carriedon. Mr. B., 
for one, was very anxious to hear what the majori- 
ty Would say on that point—for what they had 
voted to carry on the war and furnished the means. 
On Mr. B.’s sidé of the House, the declaration 
was already made. They had always had but 


< 


one end in view, one story to tell; they were war- i 


nng to compel a peace. They had 


close. They wanted no war of offence; all they 


n driven |) ident. 


|| Also, resolutions of the said Legislature, in 

asked was, that other nations would let us alone. |) favor of the passage of a law authorizing the State 

He considered the whole thing as unfortunate. || of Louisiana to select other school land in lieu of 

It was to be regretted that Mexico could not see || such as are unfit for cultivation; which were read, 

her true interest. But if she would not see, ought || referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
she not to suffer for her obstinate blindness || ordered to be printed. 

and folly? Gentlemen need not fear; the eo || Also, a memorial of the said Legislature, pray- 

/were ready to bear any tax in an honorable || ing an enlargement of the powers of said Legisla- 

and a just war. They so believed the present war || ture, in reference to the selection and disposition 

to be; and Mr. B. had not the remotest doubt they || of the sixteenth sections or school lands; which was 


| would cheerfully pay for it. See how they rushed | referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
to fill up the ranks of the volunteer regiments, 


oitoatenad 1 ordered to be printed. 

everywhere, save in some parts of New England, || 

(aud there the call for volunbers had not been a || MERICAR FROSLA TIONS. 

| very loud one.) In his own patriotic State, in- } In presenting the memorial of Philo B. Johnson, 
| stead of raising one regiment, they had raised two; || praying indemnity for injuries to@® person and 
they could have raised a brigade—aye, a division, || property, committed by Mexican ecitizens— 

had there been need. Men of all parties there || Mr. NILES said, that though the memorial went 
were ready to fight for their country. They would || somewhat into detail, yet he should request that 
not thus rush to battle if they believed it was a || it be read. He would state briefly the substance 
bad cause. They had eyes to see, as well as gen- || of it. The memorialist was one of the claimants 
tlemen in Congress. The war was popular; not || for spoliations by the Mexican Government. He 
| that the people loved war for its own sake, but they || had been subjected to gross outrages in the year 
| believed this war had been unjustly forced upon || 1831, ator near Tabasco. He was an old sea cap- 
'us. He denied that the gentleman from: Georgia || tain, now a resident of New York, but a native of 
_ had any grounds for saying that the war was un- || the State which he (Mr. N.) represented. His 
pees and odious. If every man would now go || whole life had been spent on the high seas, and 
| 


ome, and put the question of his return on the || having, unfortunately, lost all his property, has 
uestion of this war, he imagined they would find || presented himself as a claimant for redress, on 

| Whigs in that House *‘ few and far between.”’ In || account of the injuries which he had sustained at 
| the city of Brotherly Love, look at the public || the hands of the lawless ts of the Mexican 
meetings which came together to sustain the Pres- | Government. The subject had some bearing on 
alf the names of the most prominent men |! the great question before that body and the coun- 
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try, in regard to the character of claims of citizens 
of the United States against Mexico, of which they 
heard so much. It would seem to be admitted on 
all hands, that it has become the duty of this Gov- 
ernment to take care of those who had just and 
honest claims against Mexico. This Lore brad 
become one of some importance in relation to the 
present war with Mexico. It was part, perhaps 
an especial part, of the indemnity claimed from 
Mexico. It had been contended, however, amongst 
others by an honorable and distinguished gentle- 
man, who had written a pamphlet on the subject, 
and who had been long in office under this Govern- | 
ment, that these claims, being merely a debt, could 
not, according to the usages of nations, be made 
the subject of a war, or even, if he (Mr. N.) was 
not mistaken, enter into the considerations con- 
nected with the existing state of war. Now, these 
transactions took place years ago. The public 
mind was not, perhaps, much informed on the 
subject. But these claims had been in part act- 
ed upon—so far, at least, as they had come under 
the adjudication of the convention to which they 
were referred; and whether they had or had not 
assumed the shape and form of debts, in their 
original character they were not debts—not at all. 
Of course, by the law of nations they could not 
interfere to provide fur the settlement of a debt | 
which any citizen of the United States might have 
against the Government of Mexico; that did not 
come within the province of the Government. 
But these were claims arising under our treaties 
with Mexico, and under the laws of nations, for 
spoliations on our commerce, and for the robbery 
and plunder of the property of our citizens, who 
were doing business in Mexico, thus involving the 
grossest violation of our flag. The present was one 
of those cases; the vessel in charge of the memo- 
rialist was violently seized and taken possession of. 
He was himself violently seized, put in the stocks, 
and incarcerated in a prison. He was compelled, 
at the point of the bayonet, to carry in his own 
vessel a military force, to aid in the civil wars of 
the country, first by one party, and then by the 
other. This was a fair sample of the general 
character of these claims. They arose from vio- 
lence, from spoliation, from a gross disregard of 
the sober obligations of national law. Every one 
of these claims afforded in itself, distinctly consid- 
ered, if not promptly met and redressed, a justifi- 
able cause of war. He did not say that this war 
arose from these claims atall; but he did say, that 
this case and others showed that the conduct of 
the Mexican Government towards the United 
States had been not only unfriendly, but had been 
marked by every species of injustice, violence, 
and rapacity, unexampled in the commercial inter- 
course of any people making the slightest claim 
to civilization. It was not necessary to say any- 
thing more on the subject, as the memorialist asked 
that his story of wrongs might be read. He would 
conclude by moving that it be read. 

The memorial, having been read, was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


CADETS. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That the President he requested to canse the 
Senate to be informed of the order, or law, by virtue of 
which the following words, in relation to the promotion of 
cadets, have been inserted in the Army Register of the 
United States, page 45, for the year 1847: 

* Cadets acting as supernumerary officers in the army, in 
virtue of their brevets, will be successively promoted to va- 
cancies of the lowest grade which may first happen in the | 
particular arm to which they may have been attached, ac- 
cording to the order of rank established at the Military 
Academy.” 

LIGHTING THE CAPITOL. 

Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, reported a bill to pay James Crutchett 
two thousand dollars for lighting the Capitol and 
Capitol grounds ; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. 

Mr. HUNTER asked the unanimous consent 
of the Senate that the bill might have a second 
reading now. 

Mr. NILES objected to the second reading, pro- 


Ss 


nouncing the plan by which the Capitol grounds 
were lighted to be a humbug. 
After an explanation by Mr. HUNTER that the | 
bill was merely to meet a present emergency— 
Mr. NILES withdrew his objection, and said || 
that he should defer what he wished to say until | 
the subject should come up on its merits. | 


The bill was then read a second time, by unani- | 
mous consent, and considered as in Committee of || 
the Whole; and no amendment being made, it 
was reported to the Senate, read a third time, and 
passed, 


BRIG DOUGLASS. 
Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of | 
Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of A. | 
A. Frazier, for himself and Alvin Baker, reported | 
the following resolution, which was considered by | 
unanimous consent and agreed to: ij 
Resolved, ‘Vhat the memorial of A, A. Frazier, for him- {| 
selfand Alvin Baker, owners of the brig Douglass, praying 
indemnity for the losses caused by the alleged wrongful 
seizure by a British cruiser, be referred to the Secretary of | 
State; and that the Secretary of State be directed to com 
municate to the Senate the originals or copies of all depo- 
sitions and other documents and papers in his department | 
relating to said case; and likewise such correspondence as | 
may have been had with the British Government, or its offi- | 
cers, and our own in relation thereto, which, in his opinion, 
may be made public consistent with the public interests ; 
and that the Secretary of State do also make a report on 
said case as presented to his department. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the | 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the petition of 
Joseph de la Francia, submitted a report, accom- | 
panied by a bill supplementary to “‘An act to au- | 
thorize the Secretary of State to liquidate certain 
claims therein mentioned,”’ passed the 18th of April, 
1814. The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading, and the report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the same committee, 
to whom was referred the petition of I. Bigelow, | 
administrator on the estate of Frangois Cazeau, | 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill, for the | 
relief of the legal representatives of Frangois 
Cazeau, late merchant at Montreal. The bill was | 
read, and passed to a second reading, and the re- 
port ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the same committee, to || 
whom was referred the bill to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to make an arrangement or 
compromise with Mangle M. Quackenbos and his 
codbligors, or any of them, for claims or bonds | 
given by them as sureties to the United States, || 
reported it without amendment. 


PENSIONS TO THE ORDNANCE CORPS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said, that under 
existing laws, the enlisted men of the ordnance | 





ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


oameduiba tidied a 9 


on Pensions, to whom was referred the memoria} 
of Francis O. Dorr and Andrew C. Dorr, submi:. 


ted an adverse report; which was ordered to be 


printed. 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Jy. 


| diciary, to whom was referred the bil! to establish 


an additional district court of the United States jp 
the State of Texas, reported it without amend. 
ment. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Jy. 
diciary, to whom was referred the petition of 
Thomas, Cowperthwaite, & Co., reported a }j)) 
providing for the purchase and distribution of the 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States among the several States and Territories. 


| which was read, and passed to the second read. 


ing. 

The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Campbell, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill entitled ** An act to confirm the 
boundary between Missouri and Arkansas,” jp 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the bi] 
to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 


| force. 


Mr. BELL addressed the Senate in opposition 
to the bill, and, without concluding, gave way toa 
motion for adjournment. 

[A full report of Mr. Bett.’s speech will be 
found in the Appendix. The following isa synop- 
ais of his remarks :] 

Mr. BELL made an apology for troubling the 
Senate with any remarks after the discussion 


| which had taken place. He could not agree with 


those who had said, that if no debate had arisen 
they would have permitted this bill to pass. He 
would not have done so, because he did not con- 
sider that his voice was his own, and that it was 
to be used to make converts here, but that the 
country demanded its exercise for their advantage. 
He stated, that in his section of country there had 
_been a universal opinion that the war should be 
vigorously prosecuted, and that all necessary sup- 
plies should be granted. It was necessary for him 
therefore to give the reasons which would compel 


| corps were exempted from the benefit of the pen- || him to vote against this bill. The Whig party 


sions allowed to men wounded and disabled in the || had heretofore voted all supplies. He had come 
service of the United States. The attention of the || to Washington in the belief that he would vote for 
Military Committee had been drawn to the fact, || this bill, and he wished to show that the change 
and he was instructed to report a bill to meet the || which had taken place in his mind had been pro- 
case. Before introducing it, he would merely || duced by the change which had taken place in the 
remark, that he supposed that the exemption in || policy of the Administration. 

the original law resulted from the -fact, that these | He would not inquire whether General Taylor's 
men were enlisted under the title of ‘ artificers, || order of January 13, 1846, necessarily led to the 
armorers, and master workmen,” though regularly || war—which party commenced it—whether it was 
enlisted as soldiers, and liable to serve in the field. |, constitutional or unconstitutional—whether it might 


In their appropriate employment as artillerists, | 
they were exposed to more hazard than any other 
branch. of the service. They were exposed to 
many accidents and casualties from the explosion 
of the combustible materials which they handled. | 


have been avoided or not, although he thought it 
might—or whether it was just or unjust; for if it 
| were the latter, he would wish to throw a veil over 


|, it, and blot out the record of it forever. 


He disclaimed any sympathy with the Mexican 


They were also used in battle, generally in all | Government, or her gasconading chiefs, although 
siege trains, and were placed in charge of the artil- | he felt much for the unoffending portion of the 
lery accompanying great marching armies. They | people. He did not hold Mexico as entirely guilt- 
had been used in this war in working rocket and | less of the war. The annexation of Texas might 
howitzer batteries, and he had before hima state- | have produced some hostile feeling in the people 
ment relative to a single company engaged in work- | and Government of Mexico. In the consumma- 
ing a mountain howitzer in Mexico, which, insuc- | tion of that act he did not think we had shown 
cessive battles in the valiey of Mexico, lost, out of |, sufficient respect to the feelings of other nations. 
the one hundred and twenty men of which it was | He thought all peaceful overtures for a settlement 
composed, in killed and wounded, twenty-three || of our difficulties should have been tried, and had 
men—five killed and eighteen wounded. Some of | they failed, there would have been cause of war. 


the wounded men were totally disabled, and had || There was, in his opinion, due to us some fair and 


not been discharged, because no pension provision || reasonable and moderate and defensible indemnity 
had been made for them; and if discharged, their || from Mexico. But the eens out more men 
disability from wounds received in battle render- || was a very different question. It involved ques- 
ing them unable to obtain subsistence, they would || tions far transcending any question of mere in- 


_ have been thrown upon the charity of the country. | demnity—questions which were connected with 


In view of these considerations, the present bill || our own interests, and with the welfare of our own 


had been prepared, and was presented with a re- | institutions. 
| quest that, by unanimous consent of the Senate, 


He then went on to notice the aspersions which 
it should be passed to-day, or as soon as the Senate | had been thrown on those who opposed the war, 
thought proper. 


The said bill was read the second time, by unan- || excited enthusiasm. But it was not thus that the 
imous consent, and considered as in Committee of | freedom of speech was to be suppressed. He ad- 
the Whole; and, no amendment being made, it | verted to the remarks attributed toa general officer, 
was reported to the Senate, engrossed, read a third || once a member of this Senate, which he hoped 
|| were erroneously imputed to him in a morning 
NSON, of La., from the Committee || paper. He thought that he was as free from party 


time, and passed. 
Mr. JOH 


| and which could only be excused on the ground of 
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influences in his views on the subject of the war 
as any one who might be disposed to question 
him. They who opposed the war were not from 
one section, but from all sections of the country. 
He would undertake to say, from the state of pub- 
lic opinion as far as he had ascertained it, two- 
thirds of the country were against the war, and 
desirous for peace. Considering that our military 
achievements had been sufficient to satisfy our na- 
tional honor, they would be willing to strangle the 
hydra to-day. This might not be the case ten 
months hence. 

Rather than call on the opponents of the war to 
be silent, it would be, im his opinion, more mag- 


nanimous for its advocates to pause and take such | 


a course as would tend to the termination of the 
contest. Suppose the war should be continued, 
and blood should flow more copiously, he asked 
on whom would be the responsibility ? 

Mr. B. then proceeded to examine what is the 
policy of the President in the further prosecution 
of this war. He held that the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs had not been suffi- 
ciently explicit on this point. 
that the object is to conquer peace; another, that 
it is to obtain indemnity for the past and security 
for the future. The President has been more can- 
did. He says we ought to keep California and 
New Mexico. Would a-treaty to this extent be 
satisfactory? What more do you want? More 
territory? Yes. What more? Would his friend 
from Mississippi answer ? 

Mr. FOOTE said he would be satisfied himself 


By one, it was said | 





If California and New Mexico would be deemed | 
sufficient, why not fall back on them and hold them? 
Oh! it will be answered, we have now possession | 
of much more, and we cannot go back. The com- 
mon apology, ** force of circumstances,” is brought | 
forward. Apwas so twelve months ago. We had | 
possession OT a third of Mexico, but the force of 
circumstances drove us on to pass into the heart of 
the country, and make the Mexicans feel our re- 
venge. Force of circumstances now compels us 
to go on until we can coerce a treaty, which, like 
an ignis fatuus, eludes us as we pursue it. 

Pass this bill, and let the troops go out, and they 
cannot be recalled in less than one year. He com- | 
puted the cost of an army of forty thousand or fifty | 
thousand men in Mexico, at forty millions. If you | 
could get ten millions out of Mexico, there would | 

' 
| 
| 
| 


remain thirty millions for us to pay; and this would 
be five times the value of California and New Mex- 
ico—a barren and useless region. 

He referred to a movement of the Puros—as 
stated in a morning paper—in opposition to a 
treaty; and this is the very party oa which the 
Administration relies for peace. The Administra- 
tion could not expect a treaty based on the idea | 
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The Senator had put several questions, and seemed 
to expect Senators to jump up and answer. He 
would only answer that they wanted security. He 


|, would not say what; but would leave that to be 


determined by the Executive, in whose discretion 
he had entire confidence. As to security, it was 
asked against the instability of the Government, 
and also agaiast an intractable people. He would 
not say what the President might demand. We 
may hot want an open boundary; we may wanta 
mountain ridge. Since the submission of the res- 


 olutions of the Senator from Indiana, [Mr. Hax- 


| C.) had. 


NEGAN,] his inclinations pointed to the Sierra 
Madre, which would be an impassable boundary. 
The Senator from Tennessee assumed that we 
could make no treaty with the present Govern- 
ment, in the opinion of the Executive, because it 
could not give security for the future; and when 
he assumed this, he must have penetrated deeper 
into the policy of the Administration than he (Mr. 
The Administration would be willing to 
make a treaty with any Government; but it would 
hold indemnity until it was assured of the perma- 
nence of the Government. But we are not come 
to the point where the nature of the security is to 


| of security for the future, while the existing party || be fixed. 


| in Mexico remained in power. 


with the territory stated by the President, if the | 


condition of Mexico would enable its Government 


to give sufficient security for the permanence of | 


such a treaty stipulation. 
any one but himself. 

Mr. BELL wished to know what further was 
wanted. If it was not money nor indemnity 


He did not speak for 


which was meant by asking for seturity, what did | 
the message mean by ample aoe for the | 


past and security for the future? ere these 
mere expletives? Since the failure of Mr. Trist’s 
negotiations, and our splendid successes, a change 


had come over the policy of the Administration. | 


Since that, the policy of obtaining security for the 
future had been adopted. 
He would say that the Administration and their 


advocates would not be satisfied with the mere | 
cession of California and New Mexico. The chair- | 
man of the Military Committee would not say the | 


Administration would be satisfied with this ces- 
sion, because it would bring no security for the 
future. Nor would it do so. 
security for a permanent peace. That cession 
would not be satisfactory to the Administration or 
its advocates. 


It would give no | 


Did the Administration desire the fortress of San | 


Juan de Ulua? He knew it had no confidence in 
any of the chiefs in Mexico. 
it neither wanted nor expected a treaty, until, by 


the triumphs of our arms, a party should be ele- | 


vated to power, with whom a secure peace might 
be negotiated. 


He concluded that | 


It was a part of the policy of this Government, | 


as had been disclosed by the able Senator from 


New York, (Mr. Dix,] to prevent the interference | 


of any foreign government in the affairs of Mex- 
ico. And this was a key to the cabalistic phrase, 
‘‘security for the future.’’ It was the policy of the 
Administration to prevent any such interference. 
This policy may have been modified by more 
recent circumstances, of which he could know 
nothing. If a treaty had been made, it would be 
submitted to the action and responsibility of the 
Senate. The President would throw the respon- 
sibility of ratifying such a treaty on the Senate, as 
he was bound to do, by the course which he took 
in his annual message; and he (Mr. B.) said, that 
if in other respects the treaty was a fair one, he 
would give his aid to the President, to relieve him 
from any responsibility on the subject. 

Mr. B. complained of the masked policy of the 
Administration. The people had been led to ex- 


- He believed that the Administration was embar- 
rassed by the double policy it had adopted—which 
was, to hold out a desire to make a treaty with 


He disavowed having used the language that he 
knew nothing of the policy of the Administration, 
except what was disclosed in the official reports. 
The Senator from Tennessee probably had in his 


any eXisting government, while it was operating || mind a remark made by him (Mr. C.) in refer- 
ence to the plan of the Secretary of War, anda 


to raise up a new party into power in Mexico. 


The avowal of the chairman of the Military || very deep plan it was. 


Committee—that he knew no more of the policy 


| of the Administration in the prosecution of the 


war than was disclosed in the official reports and 
public documents—he regarded as an extraordi- 
nary one. The argument of the honorable chair- 
man was based on those official reports and docu- 
ments. The chairman said circumstances might 
arise which would endanger our army; that an 
emeule might take place; that our troops were in 
the midst of ten millions of hostile population, a 
million of whom were able to. bear arms. If it 
could be shown our army is in real peril, he would 
vote ten or thirty regiments immediately. He 
assumed that there are 45,000 troops in Mexico, 
32,000 of whom are under Scott. He reviewed 
what our troops had already done, by a greatly 
diminished number, against five or six times the 
number of Mexicans, by both General Taylor 
and General Scott, in order to show that our troops 
now in Mexico were sufficient for every purpose 
of defence or aggression. 

He complained that the chairman of the Military 
Committee had given no estimate of the number 
of troops which he thought necessary to hold the 
various posts. There were no data, therefore, be- 
fore the Senate, to enable it to form an opinion on 
this subject. He went on to calculate the forces 
which, in his opinion, would be sufficient. About 
5,000 men would be enough to hold the line of 
coast; and, allowing for 5,000 disabled, there 
would be still above 20,000 effectives under Gen. 
Scott. He believed that General Scott felt suffi- 
ciently strong to overrun the country, as it was 
understood that troops had already left Mexico 
for the interior. The troops now in Mexico are 
sufficient to take and garrison fourteen of their 
largest towns. 

Another object of the war is to make the people 
of Mexico feel the pressure of the war, to seize 
the revenues, &c. The Senator from Michigan 
urged the immediate seizure of Zacatecas, because 
of the great revenue to be acquired from it. He 
pointed out the errors to which we were subject 
when we attempted to compute the revenue from 
the mines and other sources. General Scott, by 
a single stroke of the pen, struck out the whole 
revenue from internal trade, amounting to four and 
a half millions. The full amount of revenue which 
could be derived would not be more than a mil- 
lion. 
the burdens of the war, you at once abolish the 





pect an early peace; and now, they are to under- 


stand that no treaty can be made with the Mexican 


parties which now rule that country. This war is | 


to be prolonged until we can create a government 
which can give us indemnity for the past, and the 
assurance that no transatlantic Power shall be per- 
mitted to interfere with the’ concerns of Mexico, 
or obtain foothold there. He would not say that 
such an event was impossible. 


duty which was most oppressive onthem. You 
relieve the people, instead of bringing the calamities 
of war upon them. You make them friendly to us, 
and that is what you mean. We have pursued a 


|| policy of alleviation on one hand, and of oppres- 


i 


i| 
| 
1 Mr. 


sion on the other. One must be abandoned. He 
concluded that the Administration desired no peace 
with any party now in power. 

ASS said he would answer as far as re- 


' garded his own views as to the objects of the war. 


| 


| 


In order to make the people of Mexico feel || 


Speaking of that, he had 
said that he knew nothing more of the plan than 
what he gathered from the official report. For, 
although he had conversed with the Secretary, he 
had obtained no additional information. 

Mr. FOOTE made some brief explanation, 
which was not understood in the gallery. 

Mr. BELL here threw himself on the indul- 
gence of the Senate. If there was no objection on 
the part of Senators on the other side, he would 
postpone the residue of his remarks until to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. DOWNS said he had understood a rule was 
adopted that Senators should conclude on the same 
day. Acting with that impression, he had hurried 
his remarks on Monday to a conclusion, omitting 
much which he had intended to say, because he 
was unwilling to trespass on the patience of the 
Senate, and to infringe what he had believed to 
be the general understanding. He did not oppose 
an adjournment, but he thought it due to himself 
to make this explanation. 

Mr. BELL said, that after these remarks, he 
considered himself bound to proceed. 

Mr. TURNEY suggested that the weak condi- 
tion of his colleague’s health was well known to 
the Senate, and he hoped that an adjournment 
would be agreed to. He moved that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was withdrawn, for the 
purpose of receiving the following message from 
the President of the United States, by Mr. WaLxer, 
his Secretary: 


To the Senate of the United States: 

In answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 13th Janu- 
ary, 1848, calling for information on the stibject of the nego- 
tiation between the Commissioner of the United States and 
the Commissioners of Mexico during the supension of hos- 
tilities after the battles of Contreras and Churubusco, I 
transmit a report from the Secretary of State and the docu- 
ments which accompany it. ths 

I deem it proper to add, that the invitation from the Com- 
missioner of the United States to submit the proposition of 
boundary, referred to in his despatch No. 15, of the 4th of 
September, 1847, here with communicated, was unautho- 
rized by me, and was promptly disapproved ; and this disap- 
proval wascoimmunicated to the Commissioner of the United 
States with the least possible delay. 

JAMES K. POLK. 


Wasutneton, February 2, 1848. 

On motion by Mr. MANGUM, it was ordered 
that it lie on the table and be printed. 

[For the documents mentioned in the above mes- 
sage of the President, see A ppendix.]} 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspayr, February 3, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, from the 
Committee on Printing, to which was referred, on 
the 3d January last, the resolution relative to the 


rinting of extra copies of a report communicated 
by Colonel J. J. Abert to the Senate on the 13th 
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ef December last, reported the following resolu- 


t ; 

estes That five thousand extra copies of Colonel J. J. 
Abert’s report, which was communicated on the 13th of 
December last, in answer toa resolution of the Senate of 
the 17th January, 1847, be printed for the use of this House. 

The resolution having been read— 

Mr. McCLELLAND moved to amend it by 
adding at the end thereof the words, “and that 
two hundred and fifty of the said extra copies be 
assigned for the use of the Topographical Bureau.” 

The amendment was agreed to, and then the 
resolution as thus amended was agreed to. 

Mr. HARALSON asked leave to make a per- 
sonal explanation. Objected to. 

Mr HUNT gave notice that on to-morrow or 
some subsequent day, he would ask leave to bring 
in a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Abraham Hogeboom. 

Mr. PILLSBURY asked leave to make a very 
brief personal explanation, Objected to. 

THE MESSAGE—THE WAR, ETC. 

The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
ness first in order, viz: the concurrence by the 
House in the report of the Committee of the 
Whole, in their resolutions referring the Presi- 
dent’s annual message to appropriate committees, 
and agreeing to the amendment of Mr. Coss, of 
Georgia, to the &th resolution reported by the 
Committee of the Whole, viz: Add between the 
word ‘personal’ and the word “ property’’ the 
words “* and other,’’ so as to make it read, *‘ to be 
assessed on personal and other property,’’ &c. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, then proceeded with 
his remarks. He should not consume any portion 
of his time, he said, in discussing the origin of 
the war with Mexico. ‘That question had been 
thoroughly discussed, not only during this session, 
but during the last session. ‘The members of this 
House, and the country, were in possession of all 
the information necessary to enable them to form 
a conclusion satisfactory to themselves. He had 
only to say, in regard to that matter, that this 
House, during the present session, had decided, 
upon a solemn and deliberate vote, by yeas and 
nays, that this war was unnecessarily and uncon- 
stitutionally commenced by the President of the 
United States. He had had the good fortune— 
and he deemed it extreme good fortune—to have 
the opportunity of recording his vote in favor 
of this sentence of condemnation. In giving this 
vote, his heart concurred with his judgment. And 
he desired to say no more at this time in regard 
to the origin of this war, than to express his 


concurrence with the decision so solemnly made | 
8 ; 
It-was a decision which the peo- 


by this House. 
ple of the country would approve and endorse; 
and whatever might be the opinion of individuals, 
carried away by partisan excitement, when that 
excitement shall have been dissipated by the lapse 
of time, the deliberate sentiment of the American 
people would sanction that vote of condemnation 
in regard to the origin of this war. 

But he desired to speak more particularly in ref- 
erence to qesemane of more practical utility—ques- 
tions which concerned the future rather than the 
past. Howeyer this war might have been began, 
on whomsoever should rest the responsibility of 
its origin, we are in the midst of it; its evils are 
now pressing upon us, paralyzing the energies of 
the country, drying up its resources, and wasting 
its best blood. It became them, the Representa- 
tives of the American people, sent here to deliber- 
ate upon questions affecting their interests, to de- 
vise some means by which this war may be brought 
toa close, and its calamitous consequences cur- 
tailed, if they cannot be prevented. 

He desired to occupy a few moments in the ex- 
amination of some of the evils which were likely 
to result to the country from the continuance of 
this war, and in the consideration of questions con- 
nected with the finances, as they were to be affected 
by the prosecution of it. ‘They had had laid on 
their tables, and on which they would be called to 
act in a day or two, a bill proposing to add eighteen 
millions and a half to our public debt. It became 
them carefully to inquire how far that debt was 
likely to be increased by the continuance of this 
war, and how far the Representatives of the people 
were required by their duty to increase that debt. 

What was the amount of our debt at present? 
They were sometimes told that gentlemen on this 
side of the House, who stood opposed to the meas- 


ures of the national Administration, were in favor |! 


of a national debt; but, for one, he intended to || 


testify, by his vote and action, that that charge 
did not apply to him. He regarded the accumu- 
lation of a national debt as an evil of the greatest 
magnitude, and one which every consideration of 
duty and patriotism required themg@ ward from 
the country. The amount of our public debt, as 
we were informed by the Secretary and the Presi- 
dent at the commencement of the session, was 
$45,659,659 40. To what amount was it proposed 
to increase this debt? The President had already 
recommended loans to the amount of thirty-nine 
millions, viz: balance for 1848, eighteen and a half 
millions; and for 1849, twenty and a half millions 
—making a total of thirty-nine millions, which he 


told Congress and the country would be required | 


to continue the prosecution of the war up to the 
close of the next fiscal year, the 30th June, 1849. 


Well, according to the President’s and Secre- | 


tary’s estimate, we have, then, in prospective, on 
the 30th June, 1849, a public debt of the amount 
of $84,659,659 40. This looks like a burden of 
debt well calculated to set the people to reflecting, 
even assuming the estimates made by the Execu- 
tive Department of the Government to be correct. 
But, he would ask, bow much might the actual 
expenditures reasonably be calculated to exceed 
these estimates? At the last session of Congress, 


the President came forward with a recommenda- || 


tion for a loan of twenty-three millions. [Mr.S. 
read a short extract from the message containing 
this recommendation, in which the President esti- 
mated, if the war continued till the 30th June, 
1548, that an additionel loan of twenty-three mil- 
lions would be required, on the assumption that 


there was constantly retained in the treasury four | 


millions to meet any contingencies; if such surplus 
were not provided for, a loan of nineteen millions 
would be sufficient. } 

Now, the President of the United States, (con- 
tinued Mr. S.,) at the last session of Congress, 
informed Congress that a loan of twenty-three 
millions would be amply sufficient to continue this 
war until the 30th June, 1848, and that it would 
also enable Government to retain four millions in 
the treasury. We have not yet reached that pe- 
riod; the 30th June, 1848, is some months hence; 
and yet, at the commencement of the present ses- 
sion of Congress, the President comes forward and 
informs us, through his Secretary of the Treasury, 
that an additional loan of $18,500,000 is necessary 
now to continue this war up to the 30th June, 1848! 
And, at the same time, he tells us that three mil- 
lions is all that is necessary to be retained in the 
treasury; so that, adding to this eighteen and a 
half millions this additional million, it appears that 
nearly twenty millions additional are necessary, 
and that the estimates at the last session of Con- 
gress fell short by about twenty millions of dollars. 
How and why was this gross blunder made? Are 
we to attribute ii to the errors of the Secretary of 
the Treasury? Was his judgment in regard to the 
finances of the country so poor that he fell into 
such grievous mistakes as these are? Or has there 
been an attempt to cover up and conceal from the 
country the enormous national debt which this war 
is creating? He cared not which horn of the di- 
lemma the Administration and its friends chose; 
in either case, it was conclusively shown that no 
confidence could be placed in the estimates ema- 
nating from that source. 

This estimate, as now made, showed the public 
debt to be eighty-four millions on the 30th June, 
1849. ‘The estimate was made on the assumption 
that the Government would receive all the revenues 
estimated in the Secretary’s report, and would only 
be required to expend the amount which is there 
esumated. Let him ask if any reliance was to be 
placed on these estimates? What were the esti- 
mates last year? Why, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, after the war began, estimated that the receipts 
of the Government for the year ending 30th June, 
1847, would be, in round numbers, $31,335,000; 
the actual receipts were $26,346,000, showing a 
deficiency of $4,988,000—almost five millions. He 
estimated the expenditures of the Government, for 
the same year, at $55,241,000; whereas the report 
now on their tables showed that the actual expend- 
itures were $59,451,000; making an excess of over 
$4,000,000. The facts as now before us, then, 
showed that the estimates of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in regard to the receipts and ex- 


penditures of the last year, made a difference of 
$9,198,906. 
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Well, was it not fair to presume that the Pres). 
| dent’s estimates in regard to the expenses of this and 
the next year, are as erroneous as they then were 
for the year 1547? He thought that presumption 
afairone. If it were, then we should be required 
to add to the national debt, as already estimated 
$18,397,000, which would make a debt that we 
should be owing on the 30th June, 1849, of over 
$103,000,000: a sum largely beyond the entire 
amount of the national debt created by the last war 

| with Great Britain! 
| Let him refer to a single fact, for the purpose 
| of showing what degree of confidence was to be 
| placed in the estimates of the Executive. In the 
annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
during this session, we are told that an additiona| 
loan of $18,500,000 would be required for the pres. 
ent year. The President, in his message, said the 
| same thing. A few weeks ago, we were informed 
by the ane of the Treasury ad interim, that 
e 





a mistake had 
amounting to within a fraction of $7,000,000; that 
| they found themselves in possession of $7,000,000 
more than they had estimated. Well, if that was 

true, what was the natural consequence? What 
| was the inference that every sensible man would 
| be likely todraw? Why, that the loan that was 
| proposed might be reduced that sum; and the Sec- 
retary in fact tells us that the loan may be reduced 
| to $12,000,000. But scarcely had the report con- 
taining this information been printed, when we 
| were informed by the Secretary of the Treasury 


|| that his previous estimate was erroneous, and we 


were now called on to extend the loan to $16,000,- 
000. He (Mr. 8S.) ventured the prediction, that 
before this session of Congress closed, we should 
be told that the amount of the loan is not sufficient, 
and be called on for an additional amount. 

But, placing it upon their own estimates, making 
the allowance for errors for this and the succeed- 


|| ing year, which he had shown had existed in the 


estimates of the last year, and our public debt 
| would be’on the 30th of June, 1849, $103,000,000 
and over, requiring an amount of $6,183,448 to 
| meet the interest upon it at six percent. It be- 
| came matter of very grave interest to this country 
| to inquire how this debt was to be paid. How 
| were we to meet it? How were the people of the 
| United States to cancel the heavy amount of obli- 
gations which the present Administration were 
incurring for them? Why, the bill authorizing a 
| Joan at the last session contained a pledge of the 
proceeds of the public lands for the payment of 
| the interest and principal. Did any gentleman be- 
lieve we could avail ourselves of anything from 
| that source ?—that the proceeds of the public lands 
| would be sufficient to meet a quarter of the interest 
| on the public debt as it was likely to exist on the 
| 30th of June, 1849? No gentleman who looked 
| into the matter could imagine such a thing. Before 
| the war began, while the country was on a peace 
| establishment, when the commercial, manufac- 
| turing, and agricultural interests were prosperous, 
only between two and three millions were received 
from the sales of the public lands; and could gen- 
tlemen, even if the receipts were to continue as 
| large, expect to pay $6,000,000 out of that? 
But how did the case stand with reference to this 
| subject? Why, the very same Congress that made 
| that pledge of the proceeds of the public lands 
| passed a bill voting away sixteen millions of acres 
of public lands as bounty lands! He made no ob- 
jection to that act; he voted for it; he was willing 
to accord to the men and their wives and children 
| who sacrifice their lives and health in this war that 
| bounty which was due to their services; but what 
he blamed Congress for was, for not providing 
| other means to meet the accumulation of interest 
and principal of this debt. The number of indi- 
| viduals entitled to bounty lands, if the forces which 
"were now called for were put in requisition, would 
| not be short of 100,000 men; they would draw 
| 16,000,000 of acres, which, at the minimum Gov- 
| ernment price, would amount to $20,000,000. How 
| many years, allowing the income of the lands to be 
| $3,000,000 a year, would be r uired to take up 
| these military land warrants? Some seven years. 
| During all that time every gentleman must per 
| ceive our revenue from thé sales of the public lands 
is cut off; and this fund pledged for the redemption 
_ of the principal and interest of the public debt—a 
fund which produces not enough to pay the inter- 
est, much less the principal of the public debt—is 
| entirely absorbed, and cannot be applied even to 
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the extent it would go to this purpose, to which i 
is pledged in the loan bill of the last session. 

je believed we had reached a point in the pro- 
secution of this war and in the finances of the 
country which appealed to the patriotism of those 
who brought this war upon the country—those 
who stand by the Administration and defend it— | 
he believed we had reached a crisis which required 
them to come forward now and test the partiality 
of the American people for this war by imposing | 
the necessary taxes to meet the interest and pro- | 
vide for the payment of the principal of the public 

t. 
“ie here avowed himself to be in favor of the | 
plan of levying direct taxes if this war was to be 
continued. He did not desire to continue this war | 
on credit, without any means being provided to | 
meet even the interest on the debt to be created. 
He would ask if such a course would be honest? | 
Was it just? He was not willing to go on year | 
after year in the prosecution of a war to gratify the | 
ambitious designs of our rulers, accumulating a 
national debt for the next generation to pay, and | 
at the same time impose no burdens on ourselves | 
nor provide any means for its redemption. It was | 
neither just nor honest to do so. At the com- 


mencement of this Government, in the first report || 


made by the Secretary of the Treasury under the | 
administration of Washington, a recommendation 
was made of this principle, which an attempt was 
made to establish, that no loan should at any time 


be obtained without at the same time providing the || 


means by which thedebt should be paid. He | 


would read a short extract from that report: 


«Incorporating, as a fundamentul marim, in the system of 
public credit of the United States, that the creation of debt 
should always be accompanied by the means of extinguish- 


ment; that this is the true secret for rendering public credit || 
immortal; and that it is difficult to conceive a situation in || 


which there may not be an adherence to the maxim.” } 


It would need no prophet to foretell, if we con- | 
tinued this war in this manner one year longer, || 
that not only would the stocks of this Government |, 
be hawked about Wall street seeking buyers at a | 
depreciation, but no buyers would be found. We 
had heard a great deal said about the last war with | 
Great Britain, and this war has been compared | 
with that. Those who were opposed to this war | 
had been compared to those who were opposed to | 
that war; but there was a striking difference be- 
tween the friends of the two wars. The friends 
of the last war in Congress were willing to meet 
the crisis like men. ‘They were not opposed to 
the imposition of burdens on their constituents to 
meet the expenses of the war; and during the very 
first year, $1,725,000 were raised by internal duties, 
and three millions by direct taxation among the | 
States. This was the course then pursued. Why 
do not the friends of this war, who tell us the war 


is so popular with the people, make some such | 


provision to meet the expenses now incurred? The 
first thing done by the inade of the late war was 
to double the duties on imports; whereas, since 
this war was commenced, duties had been cut | 
down fifty per cent. Surely in this there was a 
great difference. If there was necessity for meas- 
ures of that kind at that time, it was doubly neces- 
sary now. Why, the expenses of this war were | 
greatly, very greatiy, beyond the expenses of the 
late war with Great Britain. He would refer to | 
the expenses of this Government for a period of 1 
years, embracing the period of the late war with 
Great Britain, to show that he was correct in this 
position. From the 3lst December, 1811, to the || 
3lst December, 1812, the expenses of this Gov- | 
ernment were $17,829,498 70. From the 31st || 
December, 1812, to the same day of 1813, the | 
expenses were $28,082,396 92. ines the same 
day of 1813 to 31st December, 1814, they were 
$30,127,686 38. Thus, in three years, embracing 
the whole period of the war with Great Britain, 
the national expenses, including all the expenses 
of the war, as well as the civil establishment, 
were $76,039,582 20. 

Now, what were the expenses contracted by this 
war? The expenses of the Government, from 
the 30th June, 1846, to the 30th June, 1847, were 
$99,451,177 65. That was for a period but one 
month after the war was begun. For the year 
from the 30th June, 1847, to the 30th June, 1848, 
the estimated expenses were $58,615,660 07. And 
the estimates for the next year were $55,644,941 72. 
he aggregate for these three years was $173,- 
711,779 44, or an excess over the expenditures 
during the late war of $97,672,197 44; more, in 


ee 





fact, than double the expenses of the late war; 
for the whole aggregate for that war, as he had 
shown, was but $76,039,582 20. 


correct. It would be noticed that the Secretary of 


the Treasury had estimated the expenses of this | 


} 


less than the past year, and for the next less than | 


the present. The expenses of the first year of 
the war were estimated to be greater than would 


| 


be required for subsequent years, when they had | 


every reason to believe they would be much higher. 

If, however, the expenses should be only as high, 

then the excess would be $102,213,958 95. But 
| did any gentleman there suppose the expenses 
would be less this year than the last? Did not 
every one know that the estimates for those years 
were erroneous? Nay, they were absurd. Every 
one must know that as the war progressed its ex- 
penses would increase. They were already called 
upon to raise thirty thousand more troops, and, 
while calling upon them to do this, the Executive 
told them that the war could be prosecuted for a 
less sum than it was the past year. 


would any man of ordinary intelligence believe it? 
What had they done towards reducing the ex- 
penses for the next year? Had they decreased 
the pay of the soldier? Had they diminished the 
soldiers’ rations ? 
perquisites which the army might claim? 


Had 


war? 
cording to the reasoning of the Executive, we may 
go on to raise new armies, and all the while the 
expense shali be less than heretofore. The idea 
was absurd, 

The gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Mc- 
Kay,] who has served several years on the Com- 


us, that after the war was ended, the ordinary rev- 
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the means to pay these demands? The expenses 


|| of the army would be increased, and it could not 
They all, how- | 
ever, must know that these estimates were not | 


be expected that they could meet their engagements 
without additional taxation. They could not ex- 
pect to receive more than thirty millions, while the 
expenses of the Government after the war would 
not be less than thirty-five millions; and when they 
added six millions as the interest on the public 
debt, making forty-one millions of dollars to be 
provided for, what were they todo? Yet this was 
the kind of financiering which accompanied this 
Mexican war at this remarkable epoch of our his- 
tory. We are going on with the prosecution of a 
war on credit; we are creating a great national debt; 
and soon we should see treasury notes and Gov- 
ernment stocks sold in Wall street, the New York 
money market, at less than par. He believed they 
had not reached par since this session of Congress 
began, with a tendency downwards all the time. 
He believed it to be their duty to provide imme- 
diate means, by direct taxation, to raise a fund with 


|, which they could be able to meet the debt, and not 


n thai Did gentle- | 
men believe it? Would the people of this country, | 


suffer it to go on accumulating year after year with- 
out making any provision for its redemption. But 
he would say no more on that _— There 


|| were other matters on which he wished to say @ 


\| 
| 


Had they cut off any of the || 


they done anything to lessen the expense of this | 
Nothing, absolutely nothing; and yet, ac- 


| 
} 
| 
| 
j 
| 
} 


mittee of Ways and Means, a few days since told || 


few words. 

He would be glad if some friend of this Admin- 
istration, some advocate of this war, would inform 
him with what object it was prosecuted. He 
should be glad if the President or any of his friends 


| would point out clearly the line of operations which 


it was intended to pursue. He had heard a great 
deal said about this war being prosecuted vigor- 
ously to obtain an honorable peace; and ce 
one gentleman asked if they desired a dishonorable 
peace. All certainly desired an honorable peace; 
and when gentlemen told the House that they 
would prosecute this war for the purpose of ob- 
taining an honorable peace, he should be glad if 


































enues of the Government would be sufficient to || they would come out and define their meaning, 
pay every expense of the Government, and the || and let the House and the country know what they 
interest of the debt, without other taxation. But || meant by an “‘ honorable peace.”’ 








was that opinion of the gentleman from North 
Carolina correct? 
the facts. 
June, 1846, were $29,499,247 06. 
was raised thus: from customs, $26,712,667 87; 


neous, $92,126 71. 


Let us look for a moment at | 
The receipts for the year ending 30th | 
That amount | 


from public lands, $2,694,452 48; and miscella- | 
The expenses for the same | 


| period—and they were for a peace establishment, 


when a Democratic Administration was carrying 


being an excess of receipts over expenditures of 
| $1,418,132 86. If the revenue of the Goveynment 
exceeded the expenditures so small an amount 
then, what must it be now? Did the gentleman 
| from North Carolina really believe we could bring 
down our expenditures to our receipts? And how 
long will it take to get rid of the army? The ad- 
| ditional expense of the military establishment 
| would be found to be immense. They all knew 


that the army never would be brought down, | 


But there was another phrase, which he believed 
originated with the President; for, the first time 
he saw it was in a Presidential message, whence 
it was soon caught up by the friends of the Admin- 
istration and became current It was this: that 
this war was to be prosecuted to obtain ** indem- 
nity for the past and security for the future.’’ * In- 
demnity for the past!’ Perhaps they could all 


|| understand what that means; but what meant the 
out its professions of reform—were $28,031,114 20, | 


i} of all Mexico? 


cabalistic phrase, ** security for the future ?”” Was 
security for the @ture to be found in the possession 
Were we to provide against a 
breach of the peace by taking the whole country ? 
Was it to be done by the establishment of a mili- 


|| tary force there, to keep the people of Mexico in 


| 
' 
| 
| 


subjection? He would lke to know what was 
really the meaning of these words. 

Well, the President desired “ indemnity for the 
past and security for the future.” He was very 
desirous to obtain an ‘‘ honorable peace.’’ The 



















|| which it was before the war began. t Be 
could expect it. If, then, there was only so small || peared that the President, in such negotiations, 


| millions of interest? 


| President told us in his late message, that he had 


while he or any there lived, to the standard at || r 
| authorized Mr. Trist to negotiate a peace. It ap- 


No man 
| alifornia. 
His language in his message of the 7th December 
| was this : 
| «The boundary of the Rio Grande, and the cession to the 
| United States of New Mexico and Upper California, consti- 
tuted an ultimatum which our commissioner was under no 
| circumstances to yield.” 

And why did he want New Mexico and Cali- 
| fornia? Oh! there were the expenses of the war 
| and spoliations on our commerce, and we were to 
| have this territory as an indemnity. The Presi- 
| dent repudiated conquests; yet he told us that this 


a surplus at the time of which he had pee |, desired to obtain New Mexico and 
where were they to get the means to pay this six | 

From what sources was it to 
They could not get it from any 


be derived? 
source. 

But let them look at the next year. The entire 
revenues for the year ending 30th June, 1847, were | 
$26,346,790 37. The expenditures for the same || 
period were $59,451,177 65. Of this amount, 
$18,365,518 03 were the estimated expenses of the 
war; and for pay to volunteers and militia the 















sum was $1,368,709 40. There was, besides, for 
the redemption of the loan and treasury notes, 

402,817 65; making, in all, $22,137,045 08; 
eaving for other expenses $37,314,123 57—being 
an excess over the revenue of $10,967,333 20. 
How, then, could it be expected that this debt 
could be paid out of the revenues of the Govern- 
ment without other taxation ? 

Mr. McKAY inquired whence the gentleman 
from Indiana obtained his statistics? 

Mr. C. B. SMITH replied, that he took them 
as he found them given in the Secretary’s report. 
Here, then, was an excess of expenditures over 
revenue of nearly eleven millions of dollars; and 
| when they came to add to the ordinary expenses 





of the Government six millions for interest of the 
debt, he asked gentlemen where they would derive | 


| 
| 








territory was worth more than the amount of our 
claims, and, therefore, our commissioner was in- 
structed to give a liberal equivalent. The follow- 
ing were the terms in which he spoke on this 
oint: 

P As the territory to be acquired by the boundar proposed 
might be estimated to be of greater value than a fair equiv- 
alent for our just demands, our commissioner was autho- 
rized to stipulate for the payment of such additional] pecu- 
niary consideration ss was deemed reasonable.” 

What the amount of that equivalent was, the 
President did not inform us; but from other 
sources, it appeared that Mr. Trist offered twenty 


| millions of dollars. So it seemed the President 
| was not in favor of conquest; but he did desire to 


obtain ‘a portion of Mexican territory to which he 
was net entitled, and they were called upon to 
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wrosecute the war for the purpose of compelling 
fexico to sell us a portion of her country, which 
the President acknowledges we have no right to 
claim. Was this to be an indemnity for future 
eace? There never was a conqueror that avowed 
bis design of a conquest so openly as the design of 
our President was shown to be. He telis us he 
desires no conquests, and yet he continues the war 
until he can compel Mexico to sell for a fair price 
such portions of her territory as we may fix upon, 
But he would be glad to know by what means 
we were to obtain “security for the future.” 
Were we to obtain some guarantee from Mexico 
that she will not attempt to disturb us? Was she 
to give a bond in addition to a treaty? We might 
suppose, from an intimation in the President’s 
message on another subject, that security was to 
be found in building up civil governments of our 
own choice in Mexico, and by keeping up military 
establishments to overawe the people. Were we 
so wild, so reckless, as to hope to do so success- 
fully? Did the history of Europe furnish no pre- 
cedents to deter us from sucha course? When 
Napoleon Bonaparte overrun Spain to place his 
brother on the throne of that country, he placed 
armies there to retain the power he obtained; and 
while we imitated his conduct, we should profit b 
his example, and take warning from his fate. ff 
we shall build up governments in Mexico, and 
attempt to keep it in our power, we should require 
an army there of fifty thousand men for the next 
twenly years. 
» When this war first commenced, he stated it as 
his opinion on this floor that the war was com- 
menced by the Administration for conquest. He 
knew the Administration had repeatedly denied 
all intention to make conquests; but he asked any 
man to look at the evidence, and then see if his 
mind could be brought to any other conclusion. 
He understood well the game that was being 
played. lie believed it was not the desire or ex- 


pectation of the Administration to make any treaty | 


with Mexico. Te believed the country was to be 
deluded with hopes of peace until the next Presi- 
dentialelection shall have passed by. He believed, 
during the time that would intervene, the public 
mind would be often excited by rumors of that 
kind; and if they can succeed in securing the 
Government for another term of four years, the 
mask will then be thrown off, the real intention 


it will involve this country in ruin. 


| the present war to a close. 
| an honorable peace, may be made in thirty days: 


will be avowed, and they would then be told, as | 


they were when the annexation of Texas was 
under discussion, that the American people had 
decided in favor of annexing all Mexico, and it 
would be pressed through Congress suddenly. Let 


them look for a moment at a short extract from a | 


speech which had recently been made on this sub- 
ject. He saw in the papers a speech reported of 
a gentleman who stood on intimate terms with the 
Administration, in which that gentleman said: 

* There are numerous cases, all tending to the same 
point, that whenever ut becomes impracticable to obtain ter- 
ritory by purchase, we-'raKe IT BY FORCE. All that strip of 
country lying between Natchez and Baton Rouge was taken 
possession of in that way. And we have done so in all 
cases When we couid not obtain territory by negotiation; 
and this course has been pursued throughout the world, in 
all times, by all Powers.” 

This was the declaration of the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, [Mr. Sevrer,] 
delivered in the United States Senate on the 24th 
January, 1848--a gentieman who stands on inti- 
mate terms and has confidential relations with the 
Executive of this Union, avowing it to be a prac- 
tice to take territory by force when we were not 
able to acquire it by negotiation. 

But he had also an extract from the speech of 
another gentieman, as follows: 


 T repeat what [ betore said, that the longer Mexico con- 
tinues her obstinate rejection of reasonable indemnity, and 
the greater the exertions she compels us to make, the greater 
will be our demands, and the heavier her losses. 
would have accepted last year, or even at the commence- 
ment of the present campaign, we may well refuse now; 


and what we would accept now, we may well refuse after | 


afew months. And how much the public sentiment of this 
country may demand a year or two hence, if the war con- 
tinues so long, I do not pretend to predict. We may have 
to make the great experiment so dreaded by the Senator 
from South Carolina and the Senator from Kentneky, and 
annex the domains of Mexico to ourown, ri 
alty Which national injustice has often been called to pay 
and which Mexico may be preparing for herselt.”’ is 


This was the declaration of a gentleman [Mr. | 
Cass} who was now generally understood to be | 
the candidate of the Democratic party for the Presi- | 


dency. He tells us that the indemnity to be re- 
quired from Mexico is to be increased in propor- 


What we | 


This is the pen- | 


- without dishonor. 





fied us a few months ago will not satisfy us now; 
and that every additional month wiil increase our 
demands, until we reach that point so much dread- 
ed of ingulfing the whole country and bringing it 
under our Government. 

Werhave ofien heard that Democracy was pro- 
gressive. It does indeed progress ata most fearful 
rate; and if its progression should not be arrested, 
He had not 
a shadow of doubt that this war would continue 
until after the Presidential election. Wewere now 
told that a peace was negotiated by Mr. Trist with 
the commissioners of Mexico: but how often have 
we been deluded with the same rumor! After 
every battle in Mexico the same siren song has 
been sung, the same dulcet notes sounded, but still 
peace came not. And it might answer avery good 
purpose, by preventing the people giving utterance 
to their indignation towards this Administration. 
‘The same story had been told, the same song sung 
ever since the war began; and yet all hopes of 
peace are as baseless as before. ‘There was a cr 
of ** peace, peace, when. there was no peace.”’ 
We Lad heard arumor that Mr, Trist had effected 
a treaty of peace; but if he had, it would be re- 
jected by the Administration, and Mr. Trist would 
be exposed to the anathemas of the Administra- 
tion for daring to do it. Some had even gone so 
far as to say, thatif Mr. ‘Trist came back, he would 
be hung for a traitor. At all events, he was satis- 
fied the Administration had no idea of obtaining 
apeace. ‘The people were sull longer to be de- 
luded with the ignis fatuus of peace, which would 
elude their grasp until after the Presidential elec- 
tion. Ifthe Administration shall succeed at the 
next election, which God forbid, the mask will be 
thrown ofl, and then we shall be told that we can- 
not get along without all Mexico; then we shall 
be told that the American people have decided in 
favor of annexation, and that annexation must be 
consummated. 

Sir, (said Mr. 8.,) I believe there can be no 
easier task than for this Administration to bring 
I believe that peace, 


a peace just to Mexicoand honorable to ourselves : 
a peace in which we have an opportunity of show- 
ing our justice and magnanimity, as we have al- 
ready shown our heroic courage and skill in war. 
And what is necessary to effect this desirable ob- 


, ject? Let the President appoint suitable commis- 


sioners—not one of the clerks of a department, but 
men of character and high standing; men known to 
the country, and whose character will bea guarantee 
of fair and upright intentions on the part of those 
sending them. ‘Let these gentlemen repair to Mex- 
ico, and there let them propose terms of peace just 
and equitable to both parties; let them relinquish 
their wild schemes of conquest and annexation, 


_and offer terms just and fair, and my word for it 


Mexico will accede to the offer If it is territory 
that we want, it can be obtained in this way, and 
But for myself 1 do not want 
or wish for a foot of her soil; and I detest and de- 
nounce all prosecution of a war for plunder. 

Mr. SAWYER here interposed, and (Mr. 


, SMITH yielding the floor for a moment) inquired 


what were the terms he thought we ought to 
offer. 

Mr. SMITH, resuming, said that if he were in 
a position which required him to define the terms 
of a treaty, he might perhaps tell the gentleman 
what those terms were: as it was, he should be 
glad to see the Administration define them. Why 
did they not?) Why did they not propose some 
terms on which a judgment could be made up? 
Why conceal the object they sought under the 
cabalistic phrase of ** security for the future?’’ So 
far, however, as his own opinion went, Mr. 8. 
would have no hesitation in saying what these terms 
ought tobe. He had already stated them. In 
the first place, he utterly repudiated all idea of 
demanding indemnity for the expenses of the war. 
We have no right, said he, to make any such de- 
mand. I told my own constituents on the stump, 
that, for my own part, I would as soon think of 
taking a purse on the highway as extorting from 
Mexico the expenses of this war. The House 


| have decided that the war is unconstitutional, and 


that it was begun by the President. I believe it: 
itis the truth. We have no right to ask to be re- 
imbursed for the cost of this war. I detest and 


' despise this higgling with Mexico for the cost of 


| demand full indemnity for the actual losses of 





aT 
Ne ee ET 








Feb. 3, 
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the powder burnt in taking her forts and cities 


from her. But I am willing, in the next place, to 


— . our 
own citizens by the unlawful acts of the Mexicans 


The losses, I believe, may amount to between twa 


| and three millions of dollars; and I would insist 


on having this payment to our citizens made jn 
money. Does any one believe that the just rights 
of those who were losers by Mexican depredations 
could be secured by a further prosecution of this 
war? [donot. I believe no such thing. But jf 
the war is to be continued only to obtain inden). 
ty for the losses of our citizens, why are fifty 
thousand men to be kept in the field? Where js 
the necessity of occupying with our troops the 
Mexican capital? Why must we continue to prey 
upon her vitals? If New Mexico and California 
is what we want as indemnity, and all we want, 
twenty thousand men are amply sufficient; why 
not take and occupy those provinces, and let the 
war cease? With that force we can hold them 
both against any power Mexico can send against 
them for these twenty years tocome. The fact 


| that the Admmistration has not done this is of 


itself strong ground of suspicion of another and a 
concealed design. With but five thousand men in 
New Mexico, and the same force in California, 
we could keep possession in spite of all that Mexico 
could do. She could scarcely molest or give us 
the least disturbance in holding both. 

Mr. S. thought there was wisdom and sound 
policy in the course recommended by a distin- 
guished gentleman at the other end of the Capitol. 
{Supposed by the repérter to refer to Mr. Cat. 
HoUN’s proposed line of occupation.] If this was, 
in truth, all the Administration meant by their 
demand of ‘ indemnity,’’ he thought there was 
wisdom in taking the ground proposed by that 
Senator. But,as Mr. S. had already said, he had 
no hope that that, or any other policy, would be 
adopted to put an end to the war. There was but 
one mode by which that could be effected, and that 
was; by a change of our rulers for men of different 
views and principles, and he trusted that, at the 
approaching election, this would be done. 

All that was connected with this policy of the 
war of this Administration, had been character- 
ized by a want of sincerity towards the people. 
Had our rulers openly avowed it to be their design 
to go to war with Mexico, the war would either 
have been avoided altogether, or elosed long before 
now. Had they, like men, imposed the burdens 
necessary to conduct the war, and which must ulti- 
mately be borne by the people, the people would 
have seen that the war was ended long before this 
time. The boasted popularity of the war would not 
survive one visitof the collector. If gentlemen were 
sincere in their expressed views of the justice and 
policy of the war, now was the time for them to 
show it: let them vote the necessary taxes—let 
them make their appeal to the people to pay at 
least a part of the expenses of the contest. Let 
them do this, and they would soon find that the 
alleged popularity of their war would vanish like 
the mists of the morning. When they found them- 
selves called on to pay heavy taxes to sustain a 
foreign war, carried on more than a thousand miles 
from our own frontier, rely on it they would be- 
gin to inquire closely into the objects and ends for 
which it was conducted. 

In England, when. a war was declared by the 
Government, and the feelings of the people deeply 
roused, they contributed cheerfully to sustain the 
King in his quarrel; and, were this a case of law- 
less invasion of our territories, there were no bur- 
dens which the people would refuse to bear in 1n- 
dignantly repelling it. But a war undertaken by 
party rulers, for party ends, and the gratification 
of a selfish and a grasping ambition, was quite ano- 
ther affair. I believe (said Mr. S.) that every foot 
of Mexican territory we may acquire in such @ 
conflict, will prove a curse to us and to our chil- 
dren, The annexation of Texas he had ever con- 
sidered as a most unhappy event in our history; 
and we were now but reaping the fruits of that un- 
justifiable transaction in fields of blood. The fur- 
ther we went the greater would be the evils we 
should bring on ourselves and our posterity. The 
more foreign territery we might thus acquire, the 
nearer should we come to the dissolution of this 
Union. He had no idea that our glorious institu- 
tions would long survive, or our Union long endure, 
if we should once succeed in embracing within 
its limits the whole territory of Mexico. Who- 
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ever lived to see that day, would soon witness the 
end of this Government, and the ruin of that rich 
inheritance left us by our revolutionary fathers. 

The hour of one having now arrived, the Cuarr, 
from amidst a host of competitors, assigned the | 

or w= 
a VINTON, who said that he had risen under | 
the conviction that there was much of other import- | 
ant business which demanded the immediate at- 
tention of the House, and with the purpose of | 
endeavoring to bring this debate to a conclusion. | 
But before he made the motion he intended, and of 
which he had given notice yesterday, he wished to 
say a few words on a topic which had arisen with- 
ina day or two, in the course of the discussion 
which had now occupied the House for some time. 
It had not been Mr. V.’s intention to take any part 
in this debate; nor should he, had not the topic | 
been broached to which he had just alluded; he 
meant the project of direct taxation, contained in 
the amendment which had been proposed by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Witmor.]} 

The resolutions on which the House were now 
acting proposed a reference of the Several subjects 
contained in the message of the President to both 
Houses of Congress; but the message said nothing | 
on the subject of direct taxation, and therefore it 
was that Mr. V. did not wish to see any amend- 
ment on that subject appended to the resolutions of 
reference. | 

But he had other reasons for this unwillingness. 
Thegentleman from North Carolina, over the way, 
(Mr. McKay,] had said to the House on Saturday, | 
that unless this war was brought speedi'y to a | 
close, he should make an appeal directly to the 
people to support it. He wished to ask, whether, || 
by this appeal, he meant the proposal of direct 
taxes! 

Mr. McKAY spoke briefly in reply, but his 
back was turned to the reporter, and not a word 
he said was distinctly heard; it was conjectured | 
that he replied substantially in the affirmative. 

Mr. VINTON, resuming. Well, sir, the ex- 

ression “* appeal to the purse of the people’’ was 
eames unknown to the Constitution. The gen- 
tleman, he presumed, meant direct taxation. That 
was becoming, it seemed, a very popular doctrine 
of late in the ranks of the Democracy. They had | 
heard it broached at the last Congress by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruert,]) and he | 
was sorry to hear it now advocated by his friend | 
from Indiana, [Mr. Smirn.] Mr. V. had risen to || 
say that he never should vote to lay a direct tax 
so long as any other means remained by which 
the revenues of the country could be replenished; | 
and because that idea seemed to have met with 
some acceptance in the House, and was now, as 
he understood, endorsed to some extent by the 
able and eloquent gentleman from Indiana, Mr. S. 
felt it right and obligatory that something should 
be said now, before the people should be led astray | 
upon the subject. @ 1] 

When this war had been commenced, the coun- | 
try had a revenue system which, did it exist at | 
present, would have brought into the treasury |, 
many millions more than were now to be found 
there. The Executive made the war, and thereb 
necessarily increased to a great extent the public || 
expenditure. ‘The war was declared in May; and |, 
what had happened immediately after? In July || 
the party in power established the sub-treasury, | 
and by so doing cut itself off from all aid derived || 
from our banking institutions, and from the use of | 
the ordinary currency of the country. That was || 
the first step taken by those in power after com- | 
mencinga war. What next? While the national | 
expenses were constantly increasing, they abolished | 


\| 
i} 
| 
|| 
' 

1} 
| 


the existing tariff of duties, and substituted another || 


in its place, by which at least one-third of the ac- | 
cruing revenue was stricken off ata single blow. | 

Now, there existed in the country two opposing | 
parties on the subject of taxation and of trade: the || 
free-trade party and the protection party. The | 
doctrines of the free-trade party ended necessarily | 
in direct taxation. Thither they tended, and there || 
they ended, of necessity. The gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania {Mr. Witmor] wasa free-trade man, | 


THE C 


| by a due adjustment of our revenue system, to o 


| their Representatives. 
| be compelled to recommend the one or the other. | 
, The thing was inevitable; there was no escape from 

| it. 
small doses. 


| ufactures. 2 
|| were in imminent danger from the revulsion whic 





impose adirect tax: had gentlemen considered how 
it would work? The example of direct taxation 
in the last war, which had been quoted in defence 


of the scheme now, was no precedent for him. | 


The war tax of the last war was a tax of neces- 
sity; and if the same necessity existed now, Mr. V. 
would resort to it again, with whatever reluctance. 
In our last war we were situated very much, as to 
reveuue from abroad, as Mexico was now; all our 
ports were occupied or blockaded by the vessels of 


| the enemy, and the revenye, from imports was of 


course cut off entirely. In that state of affairs we 
had nothing to resort to but internal taxes to sup- 
port the war. But was that our condition now? 
Were we thrown upon the same necessity in this 
war? Every one knew we were not; on the con- 
trary, Mr. V. believed it would be perfectly eas 


tain an income of forty millions; and he agreed 
with the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Smiru] 
that all that would be wanted. 

But here he would say to the Opposition, that 
they had only to stand still and wait the progress 


| of time and of events, and these would accomplish 
all for us that we could desire; these would do 


more for us than we could do for ourselves. 


We 
had already arrived at that 


oint when not only 


t | 


war revenues were needed, but a largely greater | 


income would be permanently needed than was 
now, realized from the present reduced tariff. The 
greatissue would have to be presented—it must be, 
of necessity—whether we would go into a system 


of direct taxation, or whether we would review 


our entire revenue system; and while, on the one 


| hand, we provided to meet the necessities of the 


Government, we should, on the other, do some- 


| thing to protect the labor of the country. For him- 


self, he was in favor of bestowing some attention 
on the wants of the people, while he was making 
provision to supply the wants of their Govern- 
ment. 


These were the two great systems which were | 


submitted to the consideration of the people and of 
The Administration would 


Mr. V. was for no opiates, no anodynes, no 


deeper. He was for looking into the condition of 


He was not for a tax on tea and cof- | 
| fee; he was for going much further and much 


our iron interest, our cotton and our woollen man- | 


These great interests of the countr 


h 


He 


had taken place, especially the iron interest. 


went for the whole protective system, or for none. | 


mended the one or the other alternative, Mr. V. 
would be prepared to consider and to act upon it. 
If they gave up a tariff, we must necessarily have 
direct taxation. Congress would then have to 
choose between protecting the people by a tariff of 
duties that would supply the wants of Govern- 
ment, while: it covered the interests of our own 


ation. This (said Mr. 
other is ours. 

Have gentlemen considered how a direct tax 
would operate on the different parts of the coun- 


|| When the Administration should have recom- | 
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' idea entertained by its framers that the legislation 


_ not merely to al 


of Congresg would be vastly more local anid ex- 
clusive in its benefits than experience has shown 
to be the case. It is the price which the Consti- 
tution imposes for the supposed local advantage 
that would be derived by a State by having a rep- 
resentation here. Our experience is all the other 
way. While the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Sara] was speaking, I endeavored to recall to my 
recollection any one measure of any great moment 
in which, during almost twenty years that I have 
been here, | gave a vote different from what I would 
have given if I had been a member from Massa- 
chusetts or Louisiana instead of Ohio, without 
being able to remember a single one. The great 
commercial and trading interests of the country 
are so interwoven together, and so identified; the 
interior and the seaboard are so bound together, 
that a true representation of one is a representation 
of the other. Beyond the advancement of those 
great and general interests, which promote the good 
of all, what benefit is conferred on the interior? 
None whatever. And it is for this reason, aside 
from the oppressive nature of the tax itself, that 
this mode of raising revenue should be resorted to 
only when all others fail. ‘The estimated expend- 
itures of the Government, for the present year, ex- 
ceed sixty-two millions of dollars. What would 
be the effect of such a tax on Ohio? 

Ohio already raises for the purpose of meeting 
her own public debt, and carrying on her own 
government, one million and a quarter of dollars 
per annum by direct taxation. Add six millions, 
her share of what will be necessary to carry you 
through one year of this war, and the direct taxes 
assessed on the people of that State, will be equal 

her gold and silver, but to all her 
bank paper besides—will be equal to the whole 
circulation of the State. Now, I am going into 
no such taxation as that. I do not, by my action, 
give any countenance to any such thing, here or 
elsewhere. I wish it go be distinctly understood, 


| that I countenance®o such thing. 


The agricultural States of the West and South, 
the agricultural States everywhere, cannot stand 
this description of taxation. It is nowhere but in 
the great commercial and manufacturing districts 


| of this country, and where there is a great accu- 


mulation of personal property, that the thing can 


| be borne for a day. There is not a single southern 


or western State that can live fora day under such 
a system; and I am not disposed for a moment to 
countenance the idea that we are to resort to that 


| system of taxation on account of this war in which 


| tarily took away. That is my doctrine. 


we are involved. As I said when I rose, we have 
nothing to do but to bide our time; by the progress 
of events, they who are in power would be com- 
pelled to come to us and ask that that protection 
and those revenues be restored which they volun- 
When 
they repent and come back,—when the prodigal 
returns, we will receive him kindly. I will wait 


| for that. 
labor, and grinding them by a system of direct tax- || 


.) is their system; the | 


try? Do they remember that property of the same | 
kind and of the same value would be taxed at dif- | 


This difference 
rovision of the Constitution 


ferent rates in different States? 
results from that 


In conclusion, Mr. V. remarked, that he had 
yesterday given notice that he would move the pre- 
vious question on this debate. He had not then 
intended to have said a word, and it was only in 
consequence of this particular topic which had 
sprung up, that he had been induced to say any- 
thing now. He did not wish to engage in the 


| general debate at all, and, for the purpose of ter- 
| minating this discussion, so that they might get 


which directs that direct taxes shall be apportion- | 


ed among the States according to their population. |, 


To show how it would operate, take, for example, | 


the proposition submitted by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. BropHeap, | and let us see how 
his tax of five millions would be raised. Ohio has 
one-tenth part of the population of the Union; she 
would therefore be assessed with five hundred thou- 


sand dollars, which would be paid by a direct as- | 
sessment on the property of the people of that State. | 


But has Ohio one-tenth part of the property of the 
Union, or anything like it? Indiana having on 


to other business, and at the same time, by refer- 
ring this message, that it might come under the 
consideration of the committees, he moved the pre- 
vious question. i 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


| main question was ordered; and was announced 
to be first on the amendment of Mr. Coss, pro- 


| prope 


this floor the same number of Representatives with | 
Massachusetts, the two States would ~~ an equal || 


share of these five millions. It woul 


é compar- || 


and so far his introduction of an amendment in || atively a light burden on Massachusetts, and a | 
favor of direct taxation was all quite consistent. | grievous one on Indiana. The tax is increased || 


r. V. was not a free-trade man; and he never | 
would agree to impose a direct tax while a system ] 
of indirect taxation would answer the purposes of 

Government. But how would this system of direct 


taxes operatein practice? Suppose Congress should ! 





upon the property of a State, not in — 
its wealth, but to its poverty. From tho 


rtion to |, 


have much, little is taken; but from those who have || 


little, nothing of that little is left. This provision | tions, as reported by the Committee of the Whole, 
of the Constitution must have had its origin in an '' were then read and concurred in by the House. 


posing to add, in the eighth resolution, after the 

word “ personal,”’ the words ‘‘ and other;”’ so as 

to provide for the taxing of * personal and other 
rty.”” 

Mr. STEPHENS inquired, in case the amend- 
ment of his colleague [Mr. Cops] were voted down, 
whether it would not then be in order to call for a 
division, so as to vote separately on the original 
resolutions? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

The question being taken on the amendment of 


se who Mr. Coss, it was rejected. 


The Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th resolu- 
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The &th resolution being next in order— 
Mr. STEPHENS asked for a diyision of the 
question on agreeing to the said resolution, so as 
to take a separate question on each branch of it. 


The question was then put on the first branch || 


of the resolution, and it was concurred in, as fol- 
lows: 


« That so mach of said message as relates to the revenue, 
to the public debt, to the increase thereof, to the creation of 


| 


a winking fund, to a duty on tea and coffee, to the collection, | 


safe-keeping, and disbursement of the public moneys, to the 


coinage, and the establishment of a branch mint at the city | 


of New York, tothe ainendment of the sub-treasury act, and 
to the estimated expenditures of the Government, be refer- 
red to the Committee of Ways and Means.”’ 


The question was then stated on the second 
branch of the said resolution, viz: 


* And that the said committee be instrueted to inquire 
into the expediency of raising annually, during the contin- 
uanee of the war with Mexico, and unul the payment of the 
public debt, the suim of five millions of dollars, to be assessed 
on personal property, stocks, and money at interest, and 
apportioned among the several States, as provided by the 
Constitution.” 


The question on agreeing to the above was de- | 


cided by yeas and nays, as follows : 


YEAS —Mesers. Ashimun, Botts, Brodhead, Bart, Chase, 
Clapp, Franklin Clark, Collins, Crowell, Duer, Fries, 
Gaines, Giddings, Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hant, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, William T. Lawrence, Sidney 


Lawrence, Lord, Marvin, Mullin, Nelson, Nicoll, Palfrey, | 
Petrie, Pillsbury, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, Rum- 


sey, St. John, Sherrill, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Sinith, Van 
Dyke, Wentworth, White, Williams, Wiley, Wilmot, and 
Woodward —4. 

NAYS—Mesers. Abbou, John Quincy Adams, Green 
Adame, Atkinson, Barringer, Barrow, Bayly, Beale, Bed- 
inger, Birdsall, Biack, Blanchard, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, 
Boyd, Brady, William G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Buckner, Buder, Cabell, Canby, Cathcart, Chap- 
man. Beverly L. Clark, Chngman, Howell Cobb, William- 
son K.W.Cobb, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crozier, Daniel, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Donneh, Daniel Duncan, Gar- 


nett Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, | 


Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Featherston, Fisher, Fiour- 
noy, Freedley, French, Fulton, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, 
Green, Hale, Willard P. Hall, Nathan kK. Hall, Hammons, 


James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haralson, Harris, | 


Heuley, Henry, Hill, Elias B. golines, George 8. Houston, 


John W. Houston, Hubbard, Irvin, ®erson, James H. Joln- || 
son, John W. Jones, Kaufinan, Kellogg, Kennon, Thomas | 
Butler King, Daniel P. King, Lahm, La sére, Leffler, Levin, | 


Ligon. Lincoin, Lumpkin, Maclay, McCielland, McDowell, 
Mc livaine, McKay, McLane, Mann, Marsh, Meade, Morris, 
Murphy, Newall, Outlaw, Peastee, Peck, Peyton, Pheips, 


Pollock, Preston, Richardson, Richey, Rockhill, John A. | 


Rockwell, Root, Sawyer, Shepperd, Sims, Slingerland, 
Truman Smith, Stanton, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Chas. 


I}. Stuart, Strohin, Strong, Sylvester, Tallmadge, Taylor, | 


Thomas, James ‘Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, William Thompson, 
Thurston, ‘Toombs, Turner, Venable, Vinton, Warren, 
Wick, and Wilson—143. 


So the second branch of the 8th resolution was 
disagreed to. 

The 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th resolutions 
were read and concurred in. 

The 14th resolution was then read, as follows: 

“That so much of said message as declares that it may 
become proper for our commanding generals in the field to 
give encouragement and assurances of protection to such 
friends of peace in Mexico as will establish a governnient 
there, able and willing to conclude a peace with us, ‘and 


secure to us the indemnity we demand,’ be referred toa 
eclect committee.” 


On the question of concurrence by the House in 
this resolution the yeas and nays were taken, and 


resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Ashmun, 
Barringer, Barrow, Blanchard, Botts, Brady, Buckner, But- 
ler, Cabell, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Conger, Cranston, 
Crsfield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, 
Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Embree, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, 
Freediey, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, 
Gott, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, Moses Himp 
ton, Haskell, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, 


Thomas Butler King, Daniel P. King, William T. L.awence, 


Levin, Lincoln, Melivaine, Marsh, Morehead, Mullin, 
Nelaon, Newall, Ontiaw, Palfrey, Pendleton, Pollock, Pres- 
ton, Putnam, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Root, Rumsey, St. John, Shepperd, Sherrill, Slingerland, 
Truman Smith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, ‘Strom, Svl- 
vester, Tallmadge, Taylor, Tompkins, Richard W. Thomp- 
em, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke. Vinton, War- 
ren, White, and Wilson—Oe, . 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing- 
ham, Birdsall, Black, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, William G. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, 
Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Daniel, Dickinson 
Faran, Ficklin, Fries, French, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, 
Haralson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George S, Houston, Iverson, 
Andrew Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson 
George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sid. 
ney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lord, Lampkin, McClelland, 
MeCiernand, McDowell, McKay, McLane, Mann, Meade, 
Morris, Morse, Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Rockdbill, 


Sawyer, Simpson, Sims, Robert Smith, Stanton, Charles E. ‘| atives of Isaac D. Taulbee. 





| 

| William Thompson, Thurston, Turner, Venable, Went- 
| worth, Wick, Williams, Wiley, Wilmot, and Woodward 
—88, 


So the 14th resolution was concurred in. 


The 15th and last resolution was then read, viz: 

“That so much of said message as relates to the manner 
in which the war with Mexico ought to be prosecuted, and 
the policy that should be pursued in respect to it, be referred 
to a select committee consisting of nine members.”’ 


On the question of concurrence in this resolu- 
tion, the yeas and nays were taken, and resulted 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Green Ad- 
ams, Ashmun, Barringer, Barrow, Black, Blanchard, Botts, 
Boyd, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Cathcart, Chapman, 
Clingman, Cocke, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Cristield, 
Crowell, Crozier, Dickinson, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Daniel 
Dunean, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Embree, Alex- 


ander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, | 
Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, || 


Giddings, Goggin, Gou, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. 
Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haskell, Henry, 
Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Irvin, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. 
Jones, Kellogg, T. B. King, Daniel P. King, W. T. Law- 
rence, 8S. Lawrence, Leffler, Lincoln, Mellvaine, Marsh, 
Marvin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Newall, Outlaw, Pal- 


frey, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, Rich- | 


ardson, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, 
St. John, Sawyer, Shepperd, Sherrill, Sylvester, Simpson, 
Slingerland, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Svephens, An- 
drew Stewart, Strohm, Tallmadge, Taylor, Tompkins, R. 
W. Thompson, John B. Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilson—114. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bird- 


sall, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Brodhead, Wm. G. Brown, | 
Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Clapp, Franklin Clark, | 


Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, | Globe, page 269,) called for the previous question; 
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Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, 1] 








Daniel, Faran, Fries, French, Green,W. P. Hall, Hammons, | 


Haralson, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Iverson, 


James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kautinan, Kennon, || 


Lahin, La Sére, Ligon, Lumpkin, McClelland, MeClernand, | 


Mc Dowell, McKay, McLane, Mann, Meade, Morris, Nicoll, 
Peastee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rhett, 
| Richey, Rockhill, Sims, Robert Smith, Stanton, Charles E. 
| Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, 
Win. Thompson, Thurston, Turner, Venable, Wentworth, 
Williams, Wiley, and Wilmot—73. 


So the 15th resolution was concurred in. 


“ BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, rose and said he was 
confined to his bed by severe indisposition on 
|| Monday last, when the States were called for 
resolutions. He therefore asked the indulgence 


| of the House to permit him at this time to intro- || 
duce two bills, of which previous notice had been 


given. 

Leave being granted— 

Mr. C, introduced a bill to amend an act en- 
titled ** An act to raise, for a limited time, an ad- 
ditional military force, and for other purposes,”’ 

approved February 11, 1847; and a bill to reduce 

and graduate the price of the public lands to ac- 
| tual settlers and cultivators; which bills were read 
_ and referred. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill regulating the appoint- 
ment of clerks in the Executive departments, and 
for other purposes. Read and committed, and 
made the special order for Thursday next. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported bills for the relief 
| of Joshua Kennedy, deceased; for the relief of 

G. DeLirac; for the relief of the legal representa- 

tives of Captain George R. Shoemaker, deceased; 

and for the relief of Charles Waldron; which bills 
| were severally read and committed. 


Mr. WILMOT, from the same committee, re- | 


yorted a bill for the relief of Lyon & Howard. 
tead and committed. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of George Coch- 
ran. Laid on the table. 

| Mr. NELSON, from the same committee, re- 
orted a bill for the relief of Elisha F. Richards. 
ead and committed. 

Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, 


| reported a bill for the relief of Jeremiah Moor. | 


| Read and committed. 
| Also, made adverse reports on the petitions of 
| James Little, Thomas A. Williams, James Gra- 
ham, and of Michael Hogan. Laid on the table. 
Mr. DANIEL, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Colonel Robert Wal- 
lace, aid-de-camp to General William Hull. Read 
and committed. 
Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, made an 
| adverse report on the petition of the legal represent- 
Laid on the table. 








| 





_Feb. 3, 


Mr. FLOURNOY, from the same committee 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa. 
tives of Nimrod Farrow and Richard Harris 
Read and committed. 

Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce 
reported a joint resolution extending the time for 
the erection of certain light-houses. The resoly. 
tion was twice read. 

Mr. H. moved that the joint resolution be now 
put on its passage. 

After some debate by Mr. HUNT, Mr. Hous. 


| TON of Alabama, and Mr. McKAY— 


Mr. McKAY moved to commit the resolution to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. Disagreed to. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be ey. 
grossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported bills making an appropriation for im- 

_ proving and repairing the harbor at Buffalo; making 

an appropriation to improve the navigation of the 
Mississippi river; making appropriations for the 
preservation and repairs of the public works upon 

| certain harbors and rivers, and for the survey of 
certain harbors; providing for the repair of certain 
marine hospitals; which bills were severally read 
and committed. 

And then the House adjourned. 





[Mr. MEADE, on offering his resolution, on 
the 31st January, declaring it inexpedient to annex 
the whole of Mexico, &c., (see Congressional 


but tha.call was not sustained by the House. | 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred: 


By Mr. RICHEY: The petition of L. D. Cory and 48 
| other citizens of Washington county, in the State of Ohio, 
praying for a proportionate reduction of postage on all news- 
papers containing not more than five hundred square inches 
il s1Ze. 

By Mr. MANN: The memorial and petition of Lawrence 
Taliaferro, late Indian agent at St. Peter’s, praying to be al- 
lowed rent for buildings for the use of the Indian agency at 
that place, occupied for that purpose. Also, the petition 
| of Abram Brinker, of Butler County, Pennsylvania, for the 
| amount due from Government on certificate for services in 
the revolutionary war. Also, the petition of Joseph Shaw, 
Tobias Hammer, and 71 others, citizens of Cambria county, 
Pennsylvania, setting forth the inequality of the rates of post- 
age on newspapers, and praying areduction of postage on all 
newspapers hot containing more than five hundred square 
inches. Also, the petition of Barbara Lancaster, of West- 
moreland county, Pennsylvania, formerly widow of Hugh 
Greer, who was a soldier in the war of 1812, and died in ser- 
vice, for his bounty lands. 

By Mr. HAMMONS: The petition of Edward Clark and 
others, of Sally Taylor, of Abigail Goodwin, of Lewis Good- 
| win and others, of Samuel Stacy and others, for their pro- 

yrtions of the Bergen prizes taken by the squadron of John 
aul Jones. 

| By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of inhabitants of Porter 
| county, Pennsylvania, and Alleghany county, New York, 
for a post road from Honeoye Valley, by way of Conders- 
port and Me'l'hay’s Mill, to welgc: New York. 

By Mr. ROSE: The memorial Of the citizens of Canan- 
daigua, New York, on the disease of the potato. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of James Moore and 36 
others, citizens of Pike county, Ohio, praying a reduction 
of the postage on small newspapers. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of inhabitants of the 
county of Orange, New York, praying for a reduction of 
postage on newspapers, and particularly on small papers de- 
signed for juvenile reading. Also, a like petition of inhabit- 
ants of Litebfield, Connecticut. Also, the petition of Eunice 
Crossman, the widow of a revolutionary officer, praying to 
be placed on the pension list. 

By Mr. HARALSON: The petition and papers of Marga- 
ret G. Leverett, widow of Thomas Leverett, for a pension. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of 8. C. Beardsley and 
others, citizens of Portage county, Ohio, praying the reduc- 
tion of postage one-half on all papers containing not more 
than five hundred square inches. 

By Mr. EDWARDS: The petition of S. H. Zink, of Ohio, 
for pay for subsisting volunteers. > 

By Mr. BEDINGER: The petition of T. J. W. Sullivan 
| and others, citizens of Jefferson county, Virginia, praying & 
change in the rates of postage on certain newspapers. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The resolutions of 
| the Pennsylvania Legislatare, in favor of the repeal of the 

act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1847, charging postage 
on certain newspapers. ; 

By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: Petitions of citizens of 
New Buffalo, Michigan, for an appropriation to improve the 
harbor at that place. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Nelson Spencer and 
others, citizens of Newton Falls, ‘Trumbull county, Ohio, 
praying for peace with Mexico. Also, the petition of L. M. 
Miller and others, citizens of Summit county, Ohio, praying 
a reduction of postage on occasional newspapers not sent 
| from the office of publication. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New-York: The petition of General 
| Jacob Gould, in relation to the United States district cours 
| for the northern district of New York. __ 
| By Mr. GAINES: The petition of Captain C. M. Clay, for 
property lost in Mexico. 
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IN SENATE. 


Tuurspay, February 3, 1848. 


Mr. FELCH presented a memorial of citizens | 


of New Buffalo, in the State of Michigan, praying 
the establishment of a naval depét at that place; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. ; 

Mr. DIX presented a memorial from merchants 
of the city of New York, asking that foreign wheat 
may be imported free of duty, for the purpose of 
being ground for exportation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a me- 
morial from the representatives of the yearly 
meeting of the Society of Friends for New Eng- 
land, asking that Congress will, in its wisdom, 
adopt such measures as will bring the war with 
Mexico to a speedy termination; which was laid 
on the table. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill to allow arrearages of pension to 
Hugh W. Dobbin, an officer in the late war, ac- 
companied by a report; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Naval 

Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Anna J. 
Hassler, accompanied by a report; which was read 
a first time. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to carry into effect certain 
provisions in the treaties between the United States 
and China and the Ottoman Porte, giving certain 
judicial powers to ministers and consuls of the 
‘United States in those countries; which was read 
a first time. 

Mr. ASHLEY said it was the desire of the com- 
mittee that this bill should be passed before the de- 
parture of the Commissioner to China. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported an adverse report on the me- 
morial of Joseph Bouchard; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- 
lutions, which were ordered to be printed: 

Resolved, That if any territory shall hereafter be acquired 
by the United States or annexed thereto, the act by which 
such territory is acquired or annexed, whatever such act may 
be, should contain an unalterable fundamental article or pro- 
vision whereby slavery or involuntary servitude, except as 
punishment for crime, shall be forever excluded from the 
territory acquired or annexed. 

Resolved, That in any cession of territory that may be ac- 
quired as the result of the war with Mexico, the desire of 
that Republic, expressed by her commissioners in their ne- 
gotiation with Mr. Trist, to provide for the protection of the 
inhabitants of the ceded territory against the introduction of 
the system of human slavery therein by a stipulation to that 
effect in any treaty that may be made, cannot, consistently 
with the rights of those inhabitants, or with the prineiples of 
justice and liberty, which have been proclaimed to the world 
as the basis of our institutions, be disregarded or denied. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The following bills were severally considered as 
in Committee of the Whole, and after having been 
ordered to be engrossed, were subsequently read 
a third time by unanimous consent and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Peter Capella, administra- 
tor of Andrew Capella, and for the relief of John 
Capa, and for the relief of Elijah Pettit and Han- 
nah Pettit, his wife, heirs of John Beardon, de- 
ceased. ; 

A bill for the relief of Charles L. Dell. 

A bill for the relief of Richard S. Coxe. 

The bill from the House of Representatives de- 
fining the boundary between Missouri and Arkan- 
sas was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of Cad- 
walader Wallace. 

Mr. BERRIEN. As that is a bill making a 
large appropriation, I should be glad to hear some 
Statement of the grounds on which the committee 
have recommended it. 

Mr. CORWIN. It is true, as has been stated 
by the Senator from Georgia, that it is a bill in- 
volving a pretty large appropriation. I = 
it myself from the Committee on Public Lands, 
and T hope that the attention of the Senate will be 
directed to it, as I esteem it one which deserves 
consideration; and, therefore, I shall move that it 

laid by informally for the present, so that when 
taken _up, the Senate may be prepared to act 
upon it, 

The bill was then passed over informally. 
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and presents an insuperable barrier between them. 


i} 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill |, There are about twenty languages spoken in Mex- 


to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
force; when— 

_Mr. BELL resumed his remarks, by expressing 
his personal obligation to the Senate for an indul- 
gence which had not been extended to others. He 
repeated his position, that according to the views 
it had expressed, the Administration could not 
make a treaty with the present Government of 
Mexico. And further, that the course pursued by 
our commanding officers in Mexico, proved that the 
Administration had no design to make such treaty. 

He had put the question to the Military chair- 
man, whether the Dieeinhettion would accept a 
treaty ceding California and New Mexico? The 
chairman declined to give any direct answer. He 
merely replied that the Administration would ac- 
cept a treaty which gave indemnity for the past 
and security for the future. The honorable chair- 
man had said he would be willing to take the Sierra 
Madre as a boundary. The answers of the chair- 
man were properly discreet. It was not to be 


expected that the precise character of the security | 


to be given could now be settled. 

_ The operations of the army in Mexico, and the 
instructions given to the commanding general, 
were, to his mind, proofs that the policy devised 
by the Administration was now in a course of pro- 
gressive development. He referred to some re- 
marks of the gallant Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Davis,] that one object of this bill would be, to 
relieve some of our broken-down regiments; also, 
to his remarks at another time, that for protracted 
warfare and garrison duty, regulars are more suit- 
able than volunteers. All this tended to prove a 
design on the part of the Administration not to 
accept a treaty, but to retain military occupation 
of the territory, until a government could be built 
up able to give the security demanded for the 
future. 

Mr. DAVIS explained, that although he had 
used the language, he had not in his mind the ob- 
ject which had been stated by the Senator from 
eenianin: He disclaimed the idea that our Gov- 
ernment could interfere with the domestic institu- 
tions of Mexico. Instead of desiring a protracted 
occupation, he was only anxious to crush a peace 
out of Mexico. 
ment of Herrera might give us a peace. 
Sierra Madre would be a proper boundary. 

Mr. BELL resumed. He asked if the gallant 
Senator could say that this boundary would be 
satisfactory to his own party, to the President, 
and to the Senate. He would be very happy to 
believe that the views of the gallant Senator were 
those of all the friends with whom he was asso- 


He prayed God that the Govern- | 
The | 


ico. Even the Spanish language is not understood 
by many of the alcaldes, who have to examine 
passports. The soldier in the ranks frequently 
cannot understand the language of the officer next 
above him. We must take the property of the 
proprietors, and distribute it, before we can carry 
out our policy of permanent possession. The 
white race are the descendants of the Visigoths 
and Suevi, who overran the Roman empire. The 
clergy also constitute an impediment. He took no 
exception to any religious creed; but where there 
is no toleration ’of freedom of opinion, there can 
be no improvement. The Romish religion might 
be the true religion; but wherever Protestantism 
prevails, civilization and liberality are to be found 


| in the greatest degree. 


Mr. B. contended that any further advance to 
an understanding with the Puros and Republican 
party will commit us to permanent occupation, 
The party which we countenance will become com- 
promised; and we cannot then abandon them 
without being guilty of baseness. We must pro- 
tect them, and the occupation of a few months 
will grow into an occupation forever. How will 
it be determined when our troops might be safely 
withdrawn? The pay of the Mexican lancer ts 
two dollars a day, and he subsists himself and his 
horse, and makes up the deficiency by plunder. 
_ Withdraw the United States troops, and these will 
| pour out from all the mountains and gorges, and 
desolate the country. 

The regiments contemplated by the present bill 
cannot be organized in much less than a year. 
And when that force shal] have garrisoned the forts 
and cities, our people will flock into the country, 
and they will be constantly exposed to the attacks 
of the lawless bands which will swarm around 
them. 

| By enabling the Puros to form a government, 

/ and undertaking their protection, we shall gradu- 
ally build up a more potent power in the numbers 

| of our own people, which will soon become set- 
tlers, and will demand protection. So that our 
army will never be withdrawn. And this will be 
the last act of the national drama, when the force 
of circumstances will compel us to hold the whole 
country by right of conquest. 

Mr. B. quoted some passages from the message 
of the President, which, in his opinion, sustained 
his view of the necessity which would arise for 
the permanent occupation of the country. He 
asked when the political millenium indicated by 
the Executive would be perfected? Could it cease 
in ten months, or would it not require a lapse of 

Can we indoctrinate them with our {po- 


eed 
| litical principles in less time? The President him- 
|| self looked to the possibility that the final measure 
| which would be forced on us would be the taking 
| entire possession of the Mexican country, and 
|| governing it according to our own a 

He quoted also from a letter of the Secretary 
| of State in support of the same views. He also 
| adwerted to the remark of a gallant general charging 
| that the Whigs were running against destiny, as- 
| serting that they would break their necks against 
|| destiny; while another general intimated that it 
’ | would be proper for us to take the innocent people 
course has been pursued, by relieving the people || of Mexico into our care, and retain them under 
of the internal taxes; and that this party desires || our protection. 
our troops to retain military possession. He be- || hat shall we do with Mexico, if we annex 
lieved it was the policy of our Government to hold || her? She will be cut up into twenty States. Her 
possession until the country became tranquilized, e 


|| degraded mass will at least be a basis of repre- 
and the government permanent. He said he could | sentation; and thus, for five millions, taking a 


easily see that Senators on the other side were not || basis of one hundred thousand for a representa- 
all united among themselves as to the proper policy || tive, there would be fifty new Representatives. 
to be pursued. || There would be forty new Senators, men of this 

He desired now to examine whether it is practi- || mixed race, taking their seats here; and this would 
cable to carry out the policy which the Govern- | make the Senate a more interesting spectacle. Our 
ment is now carrying on. He hoped to hear from || Chamber must be enlarged; and by and by we 
a Senator now sitting at his ease on the other side | may find it necessary to centralize our Capitol. 
of the Chamber, [Mr. Benron,] before the close | Senators on the other side will say, we will 
of the discussion. That Senator well knew the || have none of this. How will it be prevented ? 
mountains of difficulties which lie in the way. | Gentlemen would be willing to take them in a 
He looked at a large proportion of the Mexican |state of pupilage, and to hold them so, until they 
population, not less than four out of the aggregate || became sufficiently instructed to become part of us. 
of eight millions, degraded, vile, addicted to every He wished to know what was the difference 
vice; another portion, of about two millions, of || between an appendage, and suggésted that as offi- 
mixed blood, who were somewhat superior to the || cers would be the tutors, and bayonets the rods, 
first, although they are laborers; there was a mil- || we might hope to enlighten there new citizens. 
lion of the white race, rancheros, land proprietors, | Thedebto Mexico, the condition of the clergy— 
who are separated from the mass by the hatred, || these are obstacles which will have to be sur- 
the mutual hatred, which exists between them, || mounted. 


ciated; but he feared such was not the fact. 

He assumed that it was the policy of the Ad- 
ministration not to make a peace; and the passage 
of this bill was proof of the fact. He had not 
seen the estimate of General Scott as to the num- 
ber of troops which he deemed necessary. There 
were now 45,000 troops in Mexico; and for what 
other purpose were these additional regiments re- 
quired, unless to retain permanent occupation? It 
appeared that our army is in alliance with a great 
party in the city of Mexico; that a conciliatory 
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He asked what foreign Governments would say 
or do, when they find that we held Mexico by 
right of conquest, and then cut her up into prov- 
inces? Would they interfere? Our whole country 
would rise at once to resist any foreign inter- 
ference. But this would not prevent the moral 
injury which would result to us from our policy. 
He looked at the possibility of a union of the 
great European Powers, which might be leagued 
against us, and the mischiefs which might be in- 
flicted on us by such united hostility. While 
protesting against foreign interference in our re- 
publican hemisphere, we are taking away all merit 
frorn our motives by taking and plundering a sister 
Republic. 

He looked at the extending range of Executive 
patronage since the system of proscription was 
commenced. Let us take possession of Mexico, 
and we shall have twenty-six Territories to cre- 
ale, twenty-six governors, as many secretaries, 
judges, district attorneys, directors of mints, &c., 
will have to be appointed; and we must have a 
Governor-General in Mexico. John Bull need no 
longer swell out: we shall have a Governor-Gen- 
eral, we shall have our six-and-twenty governors; 
and although our India will not cameelin far as the 
sun rises and sets, we may stretch it to the Frozen 
Ocean. And whata presentation day there will be 
at the White House when all these officers attend 
to kiss hands and take leave, on their departure for 
their distant posts! The forms of our Republic no 
doubt would still be preserved; but, as it was in 


Rome, the forms may survive after the spirit of 


republicanism shall have passed away. 

Your enlarged army, your military marine, 
will be sources of a constantiy growing expendi- 
ture, 

And this was called destiny. 
litical death. 

He proceeded to glance at the new Democratic 
principles which had come into fashion. ‘They who 
are its disciples are not over modest. ‘They claim 
the discovery of steam-engines for railroads and 
the ocean. ‘They may as well claim the lightning 
trom the Deity as the result of progressive De- 
mocracy. The tendency of this spirit he called 
on Senators to pause ond conemaiene. Let them 
look at the danger which it threatens to our insti- 
tutions. 

He dwelt on the historical and natural events 
which rendered Mexico a country captivating to 
the young and ardent, especially since a classic 
lizift had been shed over it by the genius of Pres- 
cott. Even although he had passed the ardent 
period of youth, his bosom warmed with the vivid 
pictures which memory sketched. He had no 
doubt all these matters would be presented through 
the country the next autumn to lure and captivate 
the people. , 

In spite of all that opposition could bring against 
the cause of the existing policy, he saw the dan- 
ger which threatened the country from the determi- 
nation evinced by the President and his party to 
occupy and annex the Mexican territory. He 
did not believe that the President, at the com- 
mencement of the war, intended this extensive 
conquest. 

He went on to institute a comparison between 
our war with Mexico and that of Cortez, between 
which he recognized some points of similarity. 
Both were characterized by the same eagerness for 
plunder, and the same covetousness for conquest 
and territory. 

He expatiated on the tendency of party influ- 
ences to debase the moral and intellectual quali- 
ties. He had admired the high and philosophic 
views which had emanated from the honorable 
Senator from Michigan, before he entered the po- 
litical arena. ‘The effect of the precepts and opin- 
ions of that Senator in forming the characters of the 
youth of our country ought not to be underrated, 
and it was not to be doubted that some of the po- 
litical sentiments which had fallen from him in the 
course of this discussion would be productive of 
evil. 

He concluded with reiterating his opinion thats 
the policy of the Administration was not to make 
a treaty with the existing authorities in Mexico, 
because they were unable to give a satisfactor 
guarantee for that security for the future which 
our Government had expressed its purpose to re- 
quire. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, 

The Senate adjourned. 


He called it po- 
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Fripay, February 4, 1848. 
| The Journal of yesterday having been read— 


| observed that his vote was erroneously recorded 


| of the gentleman from Chio, (Mr. Vinron,] 


ing direct taxes. It seems that his vote was re- 
corded in the negative; whereas, when the roll 


|| to vote in the affirmative. 
| would be corrected. 
| Whe Journal was corrected accordingly. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





_of the Union, for the purpose of taking up the 
| loan bill. 


| Whole Hlouse on the private calendar. 
Mr. WILMOT rose to make a personal expla- 


| nation. 
|| Mr. GAYLE was understood to desire permis- 


| given notice. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD objected. 
The SPEAKER said the motion of the gentle- 


| vate bills being the regular order for this day. 





eas and nays. [‘‘ I object,’’ from several voices. } 
He desired to give a reason why he made the in- 
quiry. He voted in the affirmative e 
Objectiéns were made. 





| to make a personal explanation. 
motion to go into committee was pending. 


necticut would withdraw his motion, to enable him 
to make a personal explanation. 

Mr. ROCK WELL assented. 

Mr. VINTON yielded to a like appeal. 

Mr. WILMOT then desired permission of the 
House to make an explanation. Objected to. 

Mr. BEALE rose to a privileged question. He 


| last of the series of resolutions referring the Presi- 
| dent’s message was adopted, he perceived that his 
name was omitted. He voted in the affirmative 
| on that question. 

The SPEAKER said the Journal would be cor- 
rected accordingly. 


Mr. VINTON then renewed his motion, that 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL renewed his mo- 
tion that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole on the private calendar. 

The SPEAKER said, that as the regular order 
of business for this day was the consideration of 
bills on the private calender, the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. Rockwe.t] would 
be first in order. 

And the question being taken on that motion, 
it was decided in the affirmative. 


THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, (Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in the 
chair,) and proceeded to qhe consideration of such 
bills as were not objected to. 

The following bills were read, objected to, and 
laid aside: 

An act for the relief of the heirs of John Paul 
| Tones; 

A bill directing the mode of settling the claims 
of Charles G. Ridgley; 

A bill for the relief of Anthony Walton Bayard; 

A bill for the relief of Calvin mons; 

A bill for the relief of Henry M. Shreve; 

A bill to extend John J. Adams’s patent for flat- 
tening cylinder window glass; 
| A bill for the relief of E. G. Smith; 











Mr. SIMS rose to a privileged question. He | 


| on the amendment of the gentleman from Penn- | 
| sytvania (Mr. Witmor] to the eighth resolution | 


referring the President’s message, by which the || 


Committee of Ways and Means was directed to | 
institute an inquiry as to the propriety of impos- | 


| was called, for satisfactory reasons to hiraself— || 
| not as a party man, not as an Administration or an || 
|| anti-Administration man—he had thought proper || 
He hoped the Journal | 


Mr. VINTON moved that the House resolve | 
| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state | 


Mr. ROCKWELL, “of Connecticut, moved that | 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the | 


| sion to introduce a bill of which he had heretofore 


| man from Connecticut would be first in order, pri- || 
Mr. McCLERNAND rose to a privileged ques- | 


tion. He perceived from the *‘Union”’’ of this |, 
morning, that his name was omitted in the list of || 


Mr. WILMOT inquired if it would be in order | 
for him to ask the unanimous consent of the House 


The SPEAKER replied it would not, while the || 
Mr. WILMOT hoped the gentleman from Con- | 


said that in the vote of yesterday, by which the | 





Feb. 4, 


A bill for the relief of David Myerle; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Gideon; 

|| A bill for the relief of Bent, St. Vrain & Co. 

|| A bill for the relief of J. Throckmorton; 

|| A bill for the relief of William Hogan, adminis. 
|| trator of Michael Hogan, deceased; 

| A bill for the relief of the securities of Elijah J, 
|| Weed, late quartermaster of marines, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Scott; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of Regnal, alias Nick Hilliary; 

A bill for the relief of James McAvoy; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Benns; 

A bill for the relief of John W. Hockett; 

A bill for the relief of William Ralston; 

A bill for the relief of Nancy Tompkins; 

A bill for the relief of James Glynn and others. 

A joint resolution for the relief of J. Melville 
|, Gillis and others; 
|| A bill for the relief of Charles Reeder, Walter 
| R. Johnson, and Thomas P. Jones; 

A bill for settling the claim of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Richard W. Meade, deceased; 

‘| A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Benjamin Hodges; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Cornelius Manning; and 

| A bill for the relief of John Mitchell. 
‘| The following bills were read and ordered to be 
| reported to the House: 
A bill for the relief of William Culver; 
|| A bill for the relief of Daniel Robinson; 
| <A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Clapper; 
| A bill for the relief of Mrs. Harriet Barney; 
A bill for the relief of John Anderson, of Mis- 
|| souri; 
A bill for the relief Joseph C. Doxey; 
A bill for the relief of S. Morris Waln; 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
| John Snyder, deceased; 
‘| A bill for the relief of Amzy Judd; 
|| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mathew Stew- 
| art; 
A bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindley Ward; 
A bill for the relief of Mrs. Anne W. Angus; 
| A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Mays; 
A bill for the relief of James H Conley; 
A bill for the relief of Jesse Young; 
A bill for the relief of Silas Waterman. 
| The bill for the relief of Amelia Brereton was 
| amended by inserting before the words ‘ Amelia 
| Brereton’’ the words ‘legal representatives of,” 
| so as to make it read, ‘‘ to the legal representatives 
| of Amelia Brereton,’ &c.; and it was then ordered 
| to be reported to the House. 

The bill for the relief of Barclay & Livingston, 
and Smith, Thurgar, & Co., was amended by 
strikipg out the words “ and interest thereon from 
time of payment;”’ and was then ordered to be 
reported to the House. 

he bill for the relief of the legal heirs and rep- 
| resentatives of Nathaniel Cox, deceased, formerly 
| navy agent at New Orleans, was ordered to be re- 
| ported tothe House, with the recommendation that 
it be recommitted to the Committee of Claims. 

The committee then rose, and the bills for the 
| relief of William Culver; of Daniel Robinson; of 
H Elizabeth Clapper; of Mrs. Harriet Barney; of 
| John Anderson, of Missouri; of Joseph C. Doxey; 
| of S. Morris Waln; of the legal representatives of 
| John Snyder, deceased; of Amzy Judd; of the 
| heirs of Mathew Stewart; of Joseph and Lindley 
| Ward; of Mrs. Anne W. Angis; of Elizabeth 
| Mays; of James H. Conley; of Jesse Yours; and 
|| of Silas Waterman—were reported to the House 
| without amendment, and were severally taken up, 
read, and ordered to be engrossed; and were sub- 
| sequently engrossed, read a third time, passed, 
| and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The bills for the relief of Amelia Brereton, and 
| for the relief of Barclay & Livingston, and Smith, 
| Thurgar, & Co., which were reported to the House 
| with amendments, were taken up, the amendments 
| were concurred in, and the bills ordered to be en- 
| grossed; and were engrossed, read a third time, 
| passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 
| The bill for the relief of the legal heirs and rep- 
| resentatives of Nathaniel Cox, deceased, formerly 
| navy agent at New Orleans, which was reported to 
| the House with the recommendation that it be re- 
committed to the Committee of Claims, was taken 
up, the report of the Committee of the Whole con- 
curred in, and the bill accordingly was recommit- 
ted to the Committee of Claims. 
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‘The following bills from the Senate, lying on | 


the Speaker’s table, were taken up, read a first and 
second time, and appropriately referred : 

A bill for the relief of Richard Bloss and others; 

An act to further extend the patent of Jethro 
Wood; 

An act to pay James Crutchett two thousand | 
dollars for lighting the Capitol and Capitol grounds. 

On motion of Mr. HAMMONS, 

Resolved, ‘That the Commissioner of Pensions be directed 
to deliver the papers of Daniel H. Warren on his application 
for a pension to any member of the Committee on Invalid or 
Revolutionary Pensions, such member giving his receipt for 
the same. 


THE UNITED STATES MINT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- | 


saze from the President, communicating the annual 
report of the Director of the Mint at. Philadelphia, 
showing the operation of the mint and branch 
mints for the year 1847. 
The letter of the Director of the Mint shows, 
that during the past year the coinage was— | 


AtPhiladelphia: In gold........... $13,269.08 
SHURE. ccccescce 990,450 | 
COPPEF. 2000 cee 61,837 

$14,348,367 


The number of pieces coined 11,545,278. 
The deposits amounted to: In gold $13,670,896 


silver 962,781 

————_14,633,677 | 

At New Orleans: Ingold....... : $6,085,000 
Silver. .....0- .. 1,384,000 


—_——— $7,469,000 

The number of pieces coined 3,659,500, 

The deposits amounted to: In gold 6,252,228 
silver 1,487,278 

















interchanged opinions on professional subjects. ‘That he 
should think proper, under any circumstances, to publish it, 
could not have been fereseen by me. 

In the absence of proof that the publication was made 
With my authority or Knowledge, I may be permitted to say, 
that the quotation in your letter of the six hundred and fifti- 
eth paragraph of the superseded regulations of 1825, in which 
the terms “ mischievous” and ‘ disgraceful’? are employed 
to characterize certain letters or reports, conveys, though 
not openly, a measure of rebuke, which, to say the least, is 
rather harsh, and which many may think not warranted by 
the premises. Again: I have caretully examined the letter 
in question, and [I do not admit that it is obnoxious to the 
objections urged in your communication. I see nothing in 
it which, under the same circumstances, | would not write 
again. To suppose that it will give the enemy valuable 
information, touching our past or prospeétive line of opera- 
tions, is to Know very litte of the Mexican sources of in- 
formation, or of their extraordinary sagacity and facilities in 
keeping constantly apprized of our movements. 

As to my particular views in regard to the general policy 
to be pursued towards Mexico, | perceive by the public 


| journals that they are shared by many distinguished states- 


men, and also in part by a conspicuous officer of the navy, 
the publication of whose opinions is not perhaps obstructed 
by any regulations of his department. It is difficult, then, 


| tO imagine that the diffusion of mine can render any pecu- 


liar aid to the enemy, or specially disincline him “to enter 
into negotiations for peace.”’ 

[In conclusion, I would say that it has given me great pain 
to be brougitt into the position in which I now find myself 
with regard to the Departmentof Wat and the Government. 
It has not been of my own seeking. ‘l'o the extent of my 


ability, and the means placed at my disposal, Lhave sought | 


faithfully to serve the country, by carrying out the wishes 
and instructions of the Executive. But it cannot be con- 
cealed, that since the capitulation of Monterey, the confi- 
dence of the departinent, and | too much fear of the Presi- 


| dent, has been gradually withdrawn, and my consideration 


and usefulness correspondingly diminished. The apparent 
determination uf the department to place me in an attitude 


| antagonistical to the Government has an apt illustration in 


7,739,506 
At Charlotte, N. C.: It amounted to....... seees $478,820 
Number of pieces in half eagles... .84,15) | 
quarter eagles 23,206 
The deposits (in gold) amounted to.........++.- 344,045 
At Dahlonega, Georgia, it amounted to.......... $961,485 
Number of pieces in half eagles... .64,405 
quarter eagles 15,784 
The deposits (in gold) amounted to........ ee 352,366 
Atthe several mints: In gold....... $20,221,385 
silver....... 2,374,450 | 
copper...... 61,827 
$22,657,662 
The deposits amounted to: In gold. .$20,619,544 
silver. 2,450,059 
—— 23,069,603 | 


The message and accompanying documents were | 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. | 
LETTER FROM GENERAL TAYLOR. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a | 
message from the President of the United States, 
communicating the follewing documents from the 
War Department, in compliance with a resolution 
of the House of the 31st ultimo: 

War DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, February 3, 1848. 
To the President of the United States : 

Sir: In compliance with your directions to be furnished | 
with “a copy of General Taylor’s answer tothe letter, dated | 
January 27, 1847, which was addressed to General Taylor | 
by the Hon. William L. Marcy, Secretary of War,” 1 have | 
the honor to submit herewith a copy of the letter referred to. | 
The letter from this department of the 27th of January, 1847, 
was laid before Congress, pursuant to a call at the last ses- 
sion. The answer to it, now submitted, was not then written, 
and did not reach this department until more than a month | 
and ahalf after the resolution calling for the correspondence | 
with General Taylor was answered, and Congress had ad- 
journed. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. MARCY. 
HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF OccUPaATION, 
Agua Nueva, March 3, 1847. : 


Sir: Ihave had the honor to receive your communication | 
of January 27th, enclosing a newspaper slip, and expressing 
the regret of the department that the letter copied in that | 
slip, and which was addressed by myself to Major-General 
Gaines, should have been published. 

Although your letter does not convey the direct censure of 
the departinent or of the President, yet, when it is taken in 
connection with the revival of a paragraph in the regulations 
of 1825, touching the publication of private letters concernin 
Operations in the field, 1 am not permitted to doubt that 





have become the subject of Executive disapprobation. To || 


| 
any expression of it, coming with the authority of the Presi- | 
dent, | am bound by my duty, and by my respect for his bigh 
Office, aeryes to submit; but, lest my_silence should 
construed into a tacit admission of the grounds and conclu- 
sions set forth in your communication, | deem it a duty 
Which [ owe to myself to submit a few remarks in reply. I 
shall be pardoned for speaking plainly. | 
In the first place, the published letter bears upon its face 
the most conclusive evidence that it was intended only for 
private perusal, and not at all for publication. It was pub- 
lished without my knowledge, and contrary to my wishes. 
Surely, I need not say that I am not in the habit of writing 
for the newspapers. e letter was a familiar one, written 
to an old military friend, with whom I have for many years 








| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the well-known fable of sop. But I ask no favor, and I 
shrink from no responsibility. While intrusted with the 
cominand in this quarter, [ shall continue to devote all my 
energies to the public good, looking tor my reward to the 
consciousness of pure motives and the final verdict of im- 
partial history. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Maj. Gen. U. S. 4., commanding. 
Hon. W. L. Marcy, 
Secretary of War, Washington. 

The message and accompanying letter were laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BARROW moved that ten thousand extra 
copies of the message and accompanying letter be 
printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved that 
fifteen thousand extra copies be printed for the use 
of the House. ] Tie 

The motions to print extra copies lie over under 
the rule. 

The House then adjourned to Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 4, 1848. 
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 


communication from the Secretary of the Treas- | 
| ury, in compliance with a resolution submitted by 


Mr. Dayton, calling for the minutes and other 
pepe in the arbitration case on the subject of the 
ea Patch Island. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
Mr. CASS presented a petition from Orville B. 





| would, unquestionably, excite discussion. 





I 


Committee of the Whole, and was then engrossed 
and read a third time, and passed. 


PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

A bill to establish a permanent general preémp- 
tion system in favor of actual settlers on the public 
lands, was taken up, and read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

No amendment being offered, the bill was about 
to be reported to the Senate, when— 

Mr. PHELPS suggested the propriety of sus- 
pending the reading of the bill. It was evident, 
from what had been read, that it proposed to intro- 
duce an entirely new system in the policy of the 
Government relative to the public lands, and it 
It was 


| hardly expedient to enter into its consideration 


now. 
mally. 
Mr. ASHLEY did not object to the suggestion, 
if the b Il could be taken up at an early period. It 
was true, that it proposed changes in the public- 
land policy, and these changes were called for in 
justice to the settlers in the new States. He was 


He moved that it be passed over infor- 


_ willing it should be deferred, if taken up at an early 


period. It was substantially the same bill which 
was before the Senate at the last session, and was 
then partially discussed. He would not press it 
now, if the gentleman would name an early day 
for its consideration. 

Mr. BREESE suggested Monday week. 

Mr. ASHLEY then moved that the bill be made 
the special order for Monday week. 

Mr. BADGER remarked, that another bill al- 
ready had been set down as the special order for 
that day. 

On motion by Mr. ASHLEY, it was 

Ordered, That said bill be postponed to, and made the spe- 


|| cial order for, Monday, the 2ist February, instant. 


| amending an act entitled **An act granting half- 


| 


PENSIONS TO WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider a bill 


pay to widows or orphans where the husbands 
and fathers have died of wounds received in the 
military service of the United States, in cases of 
deceased officers and soldiers of the militia and 
volunteers,’’ passed July 4, 1836. 

The bill having been read a second time, and 
being under consideration as in Committee of the 


| Whole— 


_of five years? 


' 
} 


Dibble and George C. Bates, praying the grant of || 


aright of way overa portion of the public lands 


St. Mary’s river, Michigan; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


of Arkansas, asking the removal of the raft on Red 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


| 


| Committee on Pensions, an 


Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial from | 


citizens of Adams county, Pennsylvania, prayin 
the adoption of measures to bring the war wit 


Mexico to a speedy termination; which was laid || 


on the table. 


Mr. RUSK presented the following resolution, | 


which lies over: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required to 
procure —— hundred copies of the map of Mexico, 5,000 


copies of the nap of the Valley of Mexice and of the seat of | 
war, published by J. Disturnel, N. Y., not to exceed the cost t 


of one dollar each, and ten tents each for the others. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 

A bill making an appropriation for removing ob- 
structions in the Savannah river was taken up, 
read a second time, considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and was then engrossed, read a third 
time, and 


A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Hoggatt was 


| Committee on Military Affairs. 
for the construction of a canal round the Falls of || 


Mr. NILES said he was apprehensive that this 
bill had not received its proper investigation. He 
expressed the opinion that the pension system 
required revision, and asked whether the bill con- 
templated to give half-pay for life, or for the term 
He would also like to know 
whether it embraced in its provisions the widows 
and orphans of volunteers, as that force belonged 
to the Federal Government, and not to the States 


| from whence they had volunteered. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, stated that the 


| bill had been reported by the Committee on Pen- 
| 
| President. 


sions, and was recommended in the message of the 

All must recollect the petitions pre- 
sented by the Senator from New York, {[Mr. Drx,] 
and his eloquent and forcible remarks made on that 
occasion, and which petitions were referred to the 
The Committee 
on Pensions thought it would wait until the Mili- 


| tary Committee had acted; but, on consultation 


| with several of its members, it was supposed that 
Mr. ASHLEY presented a petition from citizens || 


a bill would come more appropriately from the 
d hence this bill had 
been reported. 

Mr. DIX explained, that the petitioners con- 
templated two measures—one giving half-pay for 
life, and the other for five years. The present 
bill, he believed, adopted the pension for five 

ears, and did not go further. 

Mr. NILES inquired if the bill made any dis- 
tinction between persons who died in service or 
were killed in battle. 

Mr. DIX thought there was no distinction in 


_ the bill, though he had not examined it very care- 


fully. The wives and children of those who died 
in service in Mexico were made recipients of the 


| bounty of the Government. 


il 


1] 


| 


Mr. NILES did not wish to oppose this bill, 


| but he thought it had better be postponed for the 


present; which suggestion was adopted. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional 


|| taken up, read a second time, considered as in |! military force; when— 
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part in the discussion had it been confined to the 


merits of the ten-regiment bill, nor would he now | 


go very much at length into the debate. 

He would vote for the bill because it was re- 
commended by the proper authority, because it 
was approved by the Military Committee, because 
it would accelerate peace, and give financial relief 
to the treasury. But his chief object in rising was 
to defend the President against the attacks which 
had been made on him. 

He referred the origin of the war to the attack 
made by the Mexicans on Thornton and Hardee, 
on which the President founded his war message. 
It had been asserted that the annexation of Texas 
was a cause of the war. This was one of the remote 
causes, of which the President was guiltless, as 
well as of others which had been referred to, and 
which took place long before the President came 
into power. ‘Texas will be held, every part and 
parcel, by us, in spite of the denunciations of the 
opposite party; and if Mexico should be deprived 
of any more of her territory, it may be attributed 
to the efforts of the same party. The President 
inherited both the great questions—Oregon and 
Texas. He desired to go back into the history of 
these twin sisters. 

Texas was settled by United States citizens; she 
revolted from Mexico, and was admitted into this 
Confederacy. ‘Two propositions were rejected by 
Presidents Jackson and Van Buren, out of defer- 
ence to the opinion of the world. Subsequently, 
she was invited into our Union; and for reasons 
which she assigned, she consented. A treaty was 
submitted to the Senate, a copy of which found its 
way into the newspapers, and the excitement be- 
came intense. This took place just before the 
meetings of the conventions for the nomination of 
a President. The treaty was rejected; an issue 
was then made, previous to the elections of No- 
vember, 1844, and the result was the election of 
the present Executive. 


A resolution to admit Texas was submitted in | 


the House of Representatives, was passed by a 
small majority,and sent to the Senate, where it was 
referred to a committee, which reported against it. 
A compromise was then made, and the resolution 
was amended, and carried by Senators who should 
never be forgotten by Texas, among whom were 
three gentlemen from the other side—Mernrick, 
Henperson, and Reverpy Jounson. The result 
was transmitted on the last day of the session to 
Texas. 


The difficulties which had arisen out of these | 
events had, in his opinion, been managed by the | 


Presttlent with the greatest sagacity and wisdom. 

He then proceeded to state in detail what those 
steps were. Ele followed the course of General 
Taylor from his first movement in June, 1845, 
until August, 1845, when he reached Corpus 
Christi. In October he received information from 
the Department that there would probably be no 
invasion of Texas. 


The President states, that previous to Septem- | 


ber, 1845, there was a disposition on the part of 
Mexico to settle all differences. 
consul, was then written to, to ascertain the feel- 


ing of the Government, and to him the Mexican | 


Secretary of State communicated the readiness of 


the Government to receive a United States minister | 


to settle all disputes, 
Thus things stood when Congress assembled in 


December, 1845, when, in consequence of the | 


President’s message, we put the whole of this 
coast under our jurisdiction. 
dignation of the opposite party? 


brains and their tongues? 

Our minister presented himself, and Mexico 
refused to receive him. 
the revolution had placed Paredes in power. 


Mr. 


Slidell, in a letter dated 6th December, which | 


reached this city in January, communicated all 


these events, and after this, the order to General || 


Taylor, which has been so censured, was issued. 
He then recited and replied to the various ob- 
jections made to this order, which he maintained 
that the President had a constitutional power to 
issue, and which circumstances fully justified. He 
insisted that the territory of Texas stretched to the 
east bank of the Rio Grande; that from the time 
of the battle of San Jacinto in 1836, the Mexicans 


had never crossed from the west bank, except on | 


two occasions, when bands came over to plunder, 


Mr. Black, our | 


Where was the in- | 
Did they wait | 
for the cannon of Palo Alto to wake up their | 


He remained there until | 


| pelled the Mexicans from this territory, had es- | 


tablished her civil jurisdiction over it, and had 
sent into it a surveyor to survey the lands. He 
inferred from these facts, that Texas had as clear 
aright to the territory up to the Rio Grande, as 
we have to these United States. In reply to what 
had been said concerning the distance for voters to 
go to Corpus Christi, he referred to the condition 
of Arkansas, since his youth, to show the distance 
which grand jurors had to travel to the courts on 
which they were summoned to serve, some two 
| hundred or two hundred and fifty miles. The 
inhabitants on the Rio Grande who had to travel 


to Corpus Christi, were, in fact, better off than the | 


| original settlers in Arkansas. The inhabitants of 
that region were left by Texas in the full enjoy- 
| ment of all the privileges which they had eaiener 
| possessed. 
He adverted to the resolution of the Senator from 
| Missouri, calling on the department to ascertain 
| the boundary we asked. In reply, a map was 
furnished, showing that it extended to the Rio 
Grande. It was the duty of the United States to 
| hold on to this territory, until it should be proved 
| that our claim was unsustainable. Our Govern- 
| ment had sent minister after minister to decide the 
question, but Mexico had stubbornly rejected 
| every overture to that effect. 

He reminded the Senate of the anxiety and ex- 
citement which prevailed pending the discussion of 
the Oregon question; and of the negotiations which 
| brought about the settlement of thatdifficulty. Yet 


| Mexico could not be prevailed upon to settle the | 


| difficulty between her and the United States by ne- 
| gotiation. 

The information communicated by Captain Con- 
ner to General Taylor, that eight thousand Mexi- 
cans were on their march to the Rio Grande, was 
before General Taylor made a movement. He 
referred also to the correspondence of General 
Taylor which showed that he had found Mexi- 
can troops prepared for hostile operations, and to 
other facts, to prove that the Mexicans had march- 
ed to the Rio Grande, for the purpose of invading 
our territory, before it was ever known that Gen- 
eral Taylor was on his march. 

He regretted that the Senator from Maryland 
should have made it a ground of reproach against 
the President that General Taylor was not sus- 
tained, and stated that General Taylor had author- 
ity to make requisitions on several Governors, and 
to raise pecuniary means, whenever, in his opin- 


them. 

In reference to the resolutions for the annexation 
| of Texas, he stated that there was no difference 
between the two on the subject of boundary, and 


selection between them on the ground assumed by 
some Senators on the other side. 


was the invasion of the possessions of France and 
Spain—while our case now was one of necessary 
defence. 

He concluded from all that he had said that the 
President had acted, in entering into the war, with 
the greatest prudence, wisdom, and forbearance. 

On the subject of the manner in which the war 


gress throughout were not evidence sufficiently aat- 
isfactory of the skill and energy with which it had 
been prosecuted, he could add but little to it. He 
remarked on the perseverance with which Senators 
|| on the other side had endeavored to embarrass the 
|| Executive in his movements, by throwing odium 
|| on the war, by representations of the dangerous 
| diseases of the Mexican climate—of the ruin which 
overhung the treasery—and of the bankruptcy 
|| which was coming on the country. 
pose of facilitating the conclusion of a treaty— 


|| for—the President came to Congress for two mil- 
lions, and then the ery on the other side was, 
‘** Would you buy a peace?” 

His view of the objects for which we now prose- 
cute the war was, that they are indemnity for our 
expenditures, in the shape of territory—and he had 
/ named California and New Mexico last session; 
'| and indemnity for the claims of our citizens for spo- 
‘| liations. ‘The President had at one time stated, that 
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ion, the exigencies of the service should require 


therefore the President was not censurable for his | 


He drew a distinction between the cases of 1803 || 
and 1806—that of Louisiana and Florida—regard- | 
ing them as aggressive acts, the object of which 


'| had been carried on, he intended to be very brief. |) 
If the glorious results which had marked its pro- | 


For the pur- | 


| which Senators in the oppesition were clamoring | 
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| he regarded Upper California and New Mexico as 
| adequate indemnity. After several victories had 
| been won, he did not rise in his terms; and al. 
though, subsequently to the capture of the city of 
Mexico, he has demanded more, still if atany time 
a treaty, embracing Upper California and New 
Mexico, had been sent to this Senate, it would 
_ have been ratified here. 
| In reply to the position of the Senator from Ten. 
nessee, (Mr. Bext,] that the President does pot 
really desire a peace, he (Mr. 8.) expressed him. 
self surprised, after the President had sought peace 
with so much eagerness and solicitude. 

Mr. BELL explained that he had stated that the 
President was not anxious to make a treaty, unless 
he could so make it as to obtain security for the 
future. 

Mr. CASS asked on what authority the Senator 
from Tennessee stated that it was a security against 
the interference of foreign nations, 

Mr. BELL replied, that it was a deduction from 
the policy which had been pursued, and the argu- 
ments by which it was defended here. He pro- 
tested against being represented as saying the Pres- 
ident was not anxious to make a peace—he ought 
to be—but that he would not make a peace which 
did not offer security for the future. 

Mr. SEVIER said the President would not sign 
a treaty with a man of straw. He would consider 
a treaty on parchment as pretty good authority in 
itself. He would make a treaty with any stable 
government, for he would say that no man could 
be more averse to the war than the President had 
been from the first. It had been asked, Would 
California and New Mexico be sufficient? He 
thought the Senator from Tennessee, and his 

friends, must have received information that Mr, 
Trist had made a treaty. He had thought of rising 
and putting the question solemnly, Had the friends 
of General Scott received any information of any 
treaty which had been made? 

Mr. BELL disavowed any knowledge of the 
kind. Had the Senator any knowledge of any such 
treaty ? 

Mr. SEVIER, not a word. The President 
wants a fair indemnity in territory, or otherwise, 
He had never thought of taking the whole of Mexi- 
co. Never, until the beginning of this session, had 

_ he ever heard it imputed to the President, or his 
Cabinet, that he desired this. And if things are 
| taking this tendency, it will be because of the course 
of argument which has been pursued here. The 
Senator from Maryland had stated that he would 
be willing to take a little territory in satisfaction of 
claims, yet he would scorn to take indemnity in 
_ territory. Another Senator had asserted, that he 
would have the troops withdrawn by the shortest 
road and the cheapest way. Senators made up 
their own issues, and then deduced their various 
conclusions, without reference to the true facts. 

He was in favor of advancing, rather than any 
inglorious retreat. If we withdrew our troops—if 
they came back without a peace—we should leave 
an exasperated enemy behind us, and this would 
| lead to a series of new outrages of the most lament- 

able character. As to what the Senator from Ten- 
| nessee had said on the subject of classes, and the 
impossibility of civilizing the mass, he reminded 

that Senator of his own system for the removal of 

the Indians to the West. In carrying out that 
| system, bills had been passed locating some of 
these Indians on the borders of Arkansas, where 
they had formed themselves into a government, 
and had since flourished, and had become an order- 
ly, prosperous, and easily-governed people. He 
did not see any greater difficulty in civilizing and 
| governing the mass of Mexicans. 

As to the right of voting, he did not know that 
the Mexicans would gain it from the Constitution. 

| The Indians had not gone up_to vote that he knew 
| of. 

He took great exception to the resemblance 
drawn by the Senator from Tennessee between the 
war of Cortez and this war—making glory and 
gold the objects of its further prosecution. He de- 
_ fended the Administration against this charge. He 
_ denied that the friends of the President or of this 
bill were actuated by any such base motives. As 
to the reference drawn from the abolition of the 

transit duties that General Scott was endeavoring 
to conciliate the people, instead of collecting these 
taxes, General Scott receives a sum in lieu of the 
amount. The Senator had also asked if we would 


|! take the public debt of Mexico. He replied, that 
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he would do so, and her church debt too; as our 
income would increase with the increase of our | 


population. He then dwelt at some length on 
the remarks of the Senator from Tennessee, rela- 
tive to the increased porrooane which the acquisi- 
tion of Mexico would throw into the hands of 
che President. He stated that the President had 
crown weary of patronage, and would rejoice if || 
the power Was not vested in him. He concluded 
with reasserting that the President had no objec- 
tion to make a peace with any authority as stable 
as the present Government of Mexico. 

Mr. HUNTER obtained the floor. 

Mr. FOOTE then rose, and said: I wish to pro- 
ound two questions to the Senator from Tennes- 
see, which I have reduced to writing. 

A Senator. Order.” 

Mr. FOOTE. It will not occupy more than a 
few moments. Iwas not in my seat yesterday, 
being confined to my room by indisposition, and |) 
had not then an opportunity of putting these inter- |) 
rozatories to the Senator. The Senator from Ten- 
nessee, the day before yesterday, quite unexpect- || 
edly, propounded certain questions, which, he said, 
he confidently expected would be answered by me, 
as he regarded me as a bold and independent man, 
who would not shrink from the responsibility of 
answering questions of that nature. His questions 
were answered; and knowing him to be a man of 
at least equal boldness, I can have no hesitation in 
saying that I anticipate equal promptitude, on his 
part, in replying to the questions I am now about 
to propound. I will further premise, that I — 
these Inquiries in a spirit of courtesy, and with a 
strong desire of obtaining an expression of the 
Senator’s views. I desire, then, to inquire of the 
Senator, first, whether, when he addressed the 
Senate, he had any knowledge or information, of 
a reliable character, that a treaty, or anything 
equivalent thereto, had been agreed on in Mexico; 
and if so, whether by authorized agents of the 
Government, or by unauthorized persons; and, if 
by unauthorized persons, is the Senator from Ten- 
nessee aware of any connection or correspondence 
between these agents, or upauthorized persons, 
and any person or persons in the United States? 

Mr. BELL. I see that the Senator means it in 
amild spirit, but certainly it is claiming reat 
right, on his part, to catechise me in this form. 

Mr. FOOTE. If he does not wish—— 

Mr. BELL. I say that I only deny the right of 
any Senator to ask me such a question, implying 
a breach of confidence on the part of agents of the 
Government, and which might, by possibility, in- 
volve myself. 

Mr. FOOTE. [I did not intend that. 

Mr. BELL. Oh! I believe the Senator means | 
nothing at all improper. I did hear the rumors 
that there was a prod of a treaty presented by the 
commissioners to Mr. Trist, and afterwards to 
General Scott, and that it had been forwarded to 
Washington. Upon further inquiry, I did not 
find any authority whatever for the mamor. I may 
add, that L have had no communication with any 
agent of the Government, whether in America or 
in Mexico. 

Mr. FOOTE. The question does not implicate 
the Senator. 

Mr. BELL. I have had no such information, 
and am rather disposed to believe that there has 
been no foundation for the rumors to which allu- 
sion has been. made. From some announcements, 
(semi-official,) it would seem that there had been 
something in them; but I see it denied in the re- 
cognized organ of the Administration, and must 
Suppose that that statement is true. If both the 
Senators had attended closely to my remarks, 
they would have seen that the tenor of my argu- 
ment was, that the Administration must seek 
something more than territory, as affording ‘* se- 
curity for the future,’ and that it mattered not, 
So far as my argument was concerned, whether 
they claim the Californias and New Mexico, ora 
sill further extension of territory on the same 
border. 

Mr. BENTON. I wish, sir, to make a motion, 
necessary to the organization of the Senate. We 
have elected a President pro tempore, in the ab- 
Sence of the Vice President, and have not yet 
given notice of it to the President. He does not 
know how things are here. I ask the indulgence 
of the Senate, then, in order to submit a resolu- 
Uon directing the Secretary to notify the President 
of what we have done. 











| | suggest is in the spirit of which I am sure the 
| gentleman will himself approve. This kind of cat- 


| the dignity of our course of procedure. 
| assure the honorable Senator from Mississippi that 
| I make this point of order in all respect and kind- 
| ness to himself, and strictly in a desire to adhere 


| menced the system of interrogation. I hope that 
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It was then— | 
Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the President of the | 
United States, and notify him that the Senate, in the absence | 
of the Vice President, have chosen the Hon. Davin R. |} 
ATCHISON President of the Senate pro tempore ; and that he } 
make a similar communication to the House of Representa- || 


Mr. MANGUM. Irise, sir 

Mr. FOOTE. I will not occupy the attention 
of the Senate long. Give me a fair chance. I was 
sick yesterday. 

Mr. MANGUM. 

Mr. FOOTE. 
allow me 

Mr. MANGUM. [am not at all unwilling to 
allow any Senator the full exercise of his privi- 
leges. But I now make a point of order. What 





I rise to order. 
If the Senator be unwilling to 





echising gentlemen in this body 
Mr. FOOTE. Who commenced it? 
Mr. MANGUM——I regard not only as a de- || 
parture from the order, but as calculated to impair || 
Let me 





to the uniform usages of the body as I understand 
them. It will be readily perceived that great dis- 
order mustensue if such a practice were permitted. 
If Senators are to rise up in this way, on any oc- 
casion, out of the course of debate, and put inter- 
rogatories on isolated points, calling now on the 
Senator from Michigan, and now on the Senator 
from South Carolina, and so on, [ submit to the | 
Senator himself whether such a course of proce- || 
dure would not be disorderly, and ought to be || 
avoided on all hands? 

Mr. BELL. It seems to be alleged that I com- 


the Senator from North Carolina will allow the 
Senator from Mississippi to proceed. 

Mr. FOOTE, In my own vindication I must 
say that really I am not very familiar with the 
‘rules of order; I am told, however, that the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina is entirely mistaken. At 
any rate it is not for me to vindicate the Senator 
from Tennessee, whose magnanimity has just now 
induced him to acknowledge that he is himself re- 
sponsible for all that has occurred. His questions 
were propounded to me in the confident expecta- 
tion that I would answer, and | did answer; and, 
therefore, it would have been much more season- 
able had the Senator from North Carolina pre- 
sented his views of order on the day before yester- 
day. My next question is: Would the Senator 
from Tennessee agree to a treaty with Mexico, 
without full indemnity for past wrongs received at 
the hands of her Government, and security from 
future aggressions—and also what amount of in- 
demnity and what kind of security he would de- 
mand ? 

Mr. BELL. I can assure the Senator that I 
would weigh well any treaty that might be pre- 
sented to this body, and try to do so imparually. 
But I hold that greater calamities might befall this 
country than the acceptance of a treaty which did 
not give even full indemnity. I should regard the 
success of the policy which I have attempted to 
show in the course of my argument was now in 
progress, and which I still believed to be pursued, 
notwithstanding the denial of the gentleman who 
has addressed the Senate to-day, as a greater evil 
than that. [ would endeavor to weigh the evils, 
when the issue comes up between taking the Rio 
Grande, to which we claim title, and the conquest 
of the whole of the country, and the holding of it 
either in the shape of States or as dependant prov- 
inces; with my present impressions of the evil of 
such a policy, I would prefer the former to the lat- 
ter alternative. 

Mr. FOOTE. What boundary? | 

Mr. BELL. If the Senator desires to learn all 
my individual opinions, | shall be very happy to 
communicate them. I should be quite willing to 
take the Rio Grande as the boendery: but the 
Senator is not, therefore, to say, that I preferred 
not to take any indemnity. 

Mr. FOOTE. I did not say so. 

Mr. BELL. I distinctly stated that I was not 
opposed to exacting such indemnity from Mexico 
as would not be oppressive or ruinous to her. I 
did not go against all indemnity, and I trust | was 
so understood. The honorable Senator from Mis- 
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sissippi was not here yesterday, and therefore it 
is probable that he wishes to know my individual 


opinions on those points: they are not worth much, 


it is true; but such as they are, I gave them, with- 


| out disguise, and I had hoped, with sufficient 
| | explicitness to indicate what I should do in any 
Mr. FOOTE again rose to address the Chair. 
| 


particular exigency that might arise. 
The Senate then adjourned till Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 7, 1848. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked the general consent of 


th® House to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish this 
House with copies of all letters received at the War Office 
from General ‘Taylor from the Ist to the 22d of February, 
1847, inclusive, which have not heretofore been made pub- 
lic, and so far as the same may not be prejudicial to the 


| public interests. 


The reception of the resolution being objected 
to— 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to suspend the rules. 

The question was put, and the rules were sus- 
pended. 

The resolution was then received and agreed to. 


THANKS TO GENERAL SCOTT, ETC. 

Mr. HUNT asked the general consent of the 
House to introduce the following joint resolutions, 
of which previous notice had been given: 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS expressive of the thanks of Con- 
gress to Major General Winfield Scott and the troops 


under his command, for their distinguished gallantry and 
good conduct in the campaign of 1847. 


Resolved unanimously by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the thanks of Congress be, and they are hereby, 
presented to Winfield Scott, Major General commanding in 
chief the army in Mexico, and through him to the officers 
and men of the regular and volunteer corps under him, for 
their uniform gallantry and good conduct, conspicuonsly 
displayed at the siege and capture of the city of Vera Cruz 
and Castle of San Juan de Ulua, March 29, 1847; and in the 
successive battles of Cerro Gordo, April 18th; Contreras 
San Antonio, and Churubusco, August 19th and 20th; anc 
for the victories achieved in front of the city of Mexico, 
September &th, llth, 12th, and 13th; and the capture of the 
metropolis, September 14th, 1847; in which the Mexican 
troops, greatly superior in numbers, and with every advan- 
tage of position, were in every conflict sigually deteated by 
the American arms. 

2. Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
and he is hereby, requested to cause to be struck a gol 
medal, with devices embiematical of the series of brilliant 
victories achieved by the army, and presented to Major 
General Winfield Scott, as a testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of his valor, skill, and judicious 
conduct in the memorable campaign of 1847. 

3. Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be commu- 
nicated to Major General Scott in such terms as he may 
deem best calculated to give effect to the objects thereof. 


Mr. SAWYER objecting— 

Mr. HUNT caaee to suspend the rules, to en- 
able him to introduce the joint resolution, 

The rules being suspended, the resolutions were 
received, and read a first and second time. 

Mr. HUNT rose and said he had no desire to 
occupy the time of the House with a discussion of 
these resolutions. He could not doubt but the 
House was now prepared to come to a vote on the 
subject. He believed the resolutions expressed 
the universal sentiment of the American people in 
relation to those brilliant achievements to which 
they refer. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired if debate 
was,in order on these resolutions. 

The SPEAKER replied that debate was in or- 
der. 

Mr. HOUSTON inquired if the resolutions 
would not go over if any one desired to debate 
them. 

The SPEAKER replied that they would not, as 
this was not resolution day. 

Mr. HUNT then resumed. He said he had no 
desire to discuss the general merits of these reso- 
lutions. He would, however, say a single word. 
It would be perceived that the resolutions con- 
tained no mention, by name, of those subordinate 
officers who bore so conspicuous a part in achiev- 
ing those glorious victories by our arms. His 
reason was, that it would be more appropriate 
and fitting that these resolutions should be drawn 
in the usual form, and confined tw the general 
commanding in chief. He hoped, however, that 
some gentleman would take an early occasion to 
submit a resolution expressive of the thanks of 
Congress and the country to all the subordinate 
officers, which would receive his best support. 
He now moved the previous question. 
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Mr. ‘TOMPKINS hoped the gentleman from 
New York would withdraw his demand for the 
previous question, ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON made a like request. His 
object was to obtain the opportunity to offer an 
amendment to the resolutions, which he believed 
would meet the approbation of the gentleman from 
New York and of the House. He wished to 
introduce an amendment to give the thanks of 
Congress to General ‘Taylor for his distinguished 
services to the country at the battle of Buena 
Vista, : 

Mr. HUNT said he could not consent to with- 
draw his motion; but if the gentleman from Illi- 
nois would afterwards submit his amendment @s 
an independent proposition, it should have his 
(Mr. H.’s) best support. 

Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL desired to offer an 
amendment, which, perhaps, the gentleman from 
New York would accept. 

The SPEAKER said no amendment could be 
received but by unanimous consent. 

Objections were made; and the question being 
put on the demand for the previous question, it 
was sustained. 

‘The main question was then put, and the reso- 
lutions were ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. HUNT hoped they would have their third 
reading at this time. 

Mr. HENLEY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the resolutions were ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, his object being to 
ofier an amendment. He did not wish to take up 
the time of the House, but he wished to make the 
resolutions perfect by an amendment which he 
was of opinion woud meet the approbation of all 
sides of the House. He wished to submit it as 
an addition to the first resolution, which enu- 
merates the achievements of our army, in these 
words: 

** All of which triumphs and achievements are honorable 


to ovr national character, and give addiuonal brilliancy and | 


lustre to the American name.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, hoped gentlemen 
on the other side of the House would consent to 
have the resolutions amended so as embrace all of 
the major and brigadier generals who were in 
those battles. If they would look to the proceed- 
ings of Congress on preceding similar occasions, 
they would find, if he (Mr. H.) recollected cor- 
rectly, that medals had been presented to all offi- 
cers, as far down as brigadier generals. He 
desired to conform to that practice on this occa- 
sion, and include by name all of the major and 
brigadier generals; and if gentlemen would agree 
to it, he would propose to insert the names of 
Major Generals Quitman and Pillow, and Briga- 
dier Generals Worth, Twiggs, Smith, Shields, and 
Pierce. This, he believed, included all, and he 
hoped no one would object to it. 

Mr. HASKELL inquired if the gentleman from 
Alabama had intentionally omitted the name of 
Major General Patterson ? 

Mr. HOUSTON said, certainly not; his inten- 
tion had been to include all, and, in the hurry of 

oreparing the amendment, he and those around 
fies had casually omitted the name of that distin- 
guished officer. He would vote the resolutions, 
whether his amendment prevailed or not, with 
very great pleasure, and he believed all on his side 
of the House would do so likewise. He had*no 
wish to delay or defeat the thanks; the officers 
named, all of them, Major General Scott as well 


as the others, were eminently entitled to them, | 


and he hoped gentlemen over the way would con- 
sent to the amendment he now proposed. Gen- 
tlemen must remember—they could not have for- 
gotten—that this was the course pursued at the 
last Congress, when thanks were voted to General 


Taylor. His recollection was, that on that occa- | 
sion, we included by name the officers who were 


with him at Monterey, to the grade of brigadier 
generals. The same custom should be observed 
now. ‘To vary from it might be improperly con- 
strued; to leave out those names without cause, 
without a reason, and in direct conflict with the 
usages of Congress, would be, in his opinion, im- 
proper and unfair to those very distinguished and 
patriotic officers. 

Mr. BOTTS moved the previous question on 
the motion to reconsider. 

There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now put. 
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Mr. HENLEY called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to reconsider; and they were ordered, 
and resulted thus: Yeas 86, nays 113. 

So the motion to reconsider was negatived. 





The question then recurred on the third reading. | 


Mr. HARALSON rose and said, he had voted 
for the reconsideration, not in a spirit of opposi- 


tion to these resolutions, but with a view to amend | 
them so as to include those distinguished generals | 


who had taken so conspicuous a part in those glo- 
rious conflicts. He had no other object now than 


to call for the yeas and nays on the final passage | 


of the resolutions. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. HUNT expressed his opinion that a reso- | 


lution to accomplish the object.of the gentleman 


from Georgia [Mr. Hararson} would meet with || 
general approbation in this House. He now mov- | 


ed the previous question on the third reading. 
Mr. ©. J. INGERSOLL moved to recommit 
with a view to amend the resolutions. 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman’s motion 
was not now in orger. 


The House then seconded the demand for the | 
previous question, and the main question was or- | 


dered to be now put. 
The roll was then called, and— 


Mr. HASKELL rose when his name was called | 


and desired to explain, that while voting with great 


pleasure for these resolutions, he did not wish to | 


be understood as voting for himself. Having been 

an officer on the occasions referred to, he was 

placed in a delicate position; but with this expla- 

nation he gladly gave his vote in the affirmative. 
The question on the passage of the resolution 

was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 197, nay 1. 
So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. BOTTS asked the general consent to offer | 


the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House whether any commu- 
| nication has been received froin Mexico containing propo- 
sitions from the Mexican authorities or commissioners fora 
treaty of peace; and if so, that he communicate the same, 
if itcan be done without detriment to the public interests. 


Objection being made— 
Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rules. 
The question on suspending the rules was de- 


cided in the affirmative, and the resolution was re- | 


ceived and agreed to. 


THANKS TO GENERAL TAYLOR, ETC. 
Mr. STEPHENS, the rules having been sus- 


+ pended for the purpose, introduced the following | 


Joint resolutions: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
thanks of Congress are due, and they are hereby tendered, 
to Major General Zachary Taylor, and, through him, to the 
officers and soldiers of the regular army and of the volun- 
teers under his command, for their indomitable valor, skill, 
and good conduct, con-picuously displayed on the twenty- 
second and twenty-third days of February last, in the battle 
of Buena Vista, in defeating a Mexican army of more than 


four times their number, consisting of chosen troops, under | 
their favorite commander, General Santa Anna, and thereby | 


obtaining a victory over the enemy which, for its signal and 
brilliant character, is unsurpassed in the military annals of 
the world. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 


quested to cause to be struck a gold medal, with devices 
emblematical of this splendid achievement, and presented 
to Major General Zachary Taylor, as a testimony of the high 
sense entertained by Congress of his judicious and distin- 
guished conduct on that memorable occasion. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be communi- 
cated to Major General Taylor in such terms as he may deem 
best calculated to give effect to the object thereof. 

The resolutions were read a first and second time. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved the previous question 
on their engrossment and third reading, which was 
seconded; and, under its operation, the resolutions 
were ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and, being engrossed, they were accordingly read 
a third time and passed; Yeas 18], nay 1. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. WILMOT rose and asked leave to make a 
personal explanation. 
The SPEAKER said it would be in order only 
by the general consent of the House. 
No objection being made— 
Mr. WILMOT was proceeding with his re- 
marks; when— 
Mr. ROOT rose and objected. 
The objection, coming too late, was not re- 
ceived. 
Mr. WILMOT (continuing) said he trusted that 
| gentlemen would find that he was not disposed in 
‘any degree to abuse ‘the courtesy or trespass far 
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upon the indulgence which had been extended to 

him. It was the first time, since he had been a 
member of this House, that he had asked to have 
extended to him any indulgence of this character 
and he should not now have made the request had 
it not been for the very extraordinary and peculiar 
| character of an article which appeared in the 
_ ** Union”’ of the 3d instant under its editorial head 

As that is the second attack (said Mr. W.) which 
| has been made upon me, within the last few days, 
| in the editorial columns of that paper, the “ vener. 
able” editor who presides over it might think | 
was wanting in personal respect unless I noticed 
them. It is not, sir, ] assure you, because I fee} 
the slightest degree of inconvenience or pain under 
| the lash which he chooses to apply to me. I fee! 
entirely confident that any efforts which that gen. 
tleman may make to injure me before my constit- 
uents will be idle and abortive. 7 principles 
were known to them before I left my home; they 
were always freely promulgated; and when | 
choose to avow them on this floor, I claim the 
right to do so, and I am entirely indifferent what 
| course the editor of the ** Union’’ may see fit to 
take with reference to it. I will read the article to 
|| which I refer: 
| Mr. D. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania, is not content with the 
notoriety he has gained by his proviso. We must have the 
Wilmot proviso No.2. He has proposed a scheme of direct 
taxation—to fall, we presume, heavily on the slaves of the 
South. Fortunately, this day it was rejected in the House, 
| several of the Whigs voting against it. 

“The Administration does not ask such idle schemes and 
such mischievous allies. If this Representative from Penn- 
sylvania is not content with consulting wiser counsellors, 

| he had better set up aschool of his own, and call it the 
| Wilmot School. If he means, however, to codperate with 
| the Republican party, we advise him to consult and act with 
|| them. The Administration has laid down its platform. 
Pursue its measures of finance, let them be honestly carried 


out, and we shall require no direct tax; but we will obtain 
what money we require on moderate terms.” 








This, sir, it appears to me, is an article of the 
most extraordinary tone and character. In the 
| first place, it denounces this ‘‘ scheme” (as it is 
pleased to call it) of direct taxation as a “ second 

roviso,’’ as ** another firebrand”’ thrown into the 

epublican ranks. We have heard for the last+ 
year—nay, more, ever since the introduction of 
the proviso which I had the honor to introduce to 
exclude slavery from any territory to be acquired— 
thro the columns of that paper, that it wasa 
| firebrand thrown into the ranks of the Democratic 
party, which is likely to divide, and perhaps event- 
ually to result in the defeat of that party. This 
has been the constant clamor of the “ Union.” 
We now hear, from the same source, that this is 
‘* Proviso No. 2.’ A proposition which, as a Rep- 
resentative of the people, standing on my rights 
as a member of this House—which, on my respon- 
sibility to my people, and to God under the oath 
I have taken here—I have proposed, for the pur- 
| pose of drawing from the capital and wealth of the 

country some fair proportion of the expenses and 
burdens of this Government, is denounced as a 
_ firebrand by this pretended organ of the Adminis- 
tration—pretended organ, I say; God forbid that I 
should accuse it of speaking the sentiments of the 
Administration! I do not believe that any article 
of this character can procure the endorsement of 
the President or any prudent member of his Cab- 
| inet. 

This a “ mischievous proposition” which I in- 
troduced! ‘A firebrand!’ says Mr. Ritchie. A 
‘* second proviso! A second attempt to invade the 
principles of the Republican party! A second at- 
| tempt to strike at that “ peculiar” institution which 
| 








this ‘* venerable’’ editor seems always to have in 
view, and at which he seems to see some blow 
struck in almost every movement that may be made 
here! Why, if a proposition is before Congress 
| for the introduction of new territory into this 
Union, Mr. Ritchie sees nothing in it above and 
| beyond the extension of slavery! If a proposition 
| is introduced here for the purpose of raising money 
} for the support of this Government in time of war, 
|| and for the payment of its debt, Mr. Ritchie, this 
|| far-seeing editor, sees nothing in that proposition 
|| but an effort to impose a tax upon a peculiar spe- 
| cies of property. His vision Is altogether unable 
to extend any further; and he seems to think that 
gentlemen are actuated by no other motives or ob- 
jects, in whatever movement they may make here. 
T had no particular allusion to this species of prop: 
erty. Ifthere had been no such property I should 
have made the same proposition; I did not propose 
to exempt it; I do not know why a few tho 
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